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"He Reader is defired to take Notice, that the Prefi 
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lowing Sheets, which is the only trve Reafon why WE 
havs fcat che Copy © lar for is» Linprefion. 
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Being an Anſwer to a Book lately ſet 


forth by the Reveread Mr, Jacrea/e Matber, Prdkiden . 
of Harvard Colledze,.&c. - 


EN TITULED, 


' The Order of the Goſpel, FOR 
Dedicated to the Churches of Chrilt in New-Eagland, 


" Þy ſexdry Miniſters of the Gs og 17 fot 


ſow, 18.19. He that iv kr fin in bis own Fo ſeemerb ib, þ but ;/ Ro 
bus Neighbour cometh and ſearcheth bi. 

Ifa. 8. 20. To 'the Law and to the Teftimony, if they ſpeak, not 
according te this Word, its: | becanſe there 55 no Light in them. 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory,, _ 
Tothe Churches of Chriſt in N. Exglead. 


T can incur nojuſt Cenſure that we addrefs our ſelves 
to the Churcbes of Chriſt here in the following Sheets, 
-» * inaſmuch as they are but-a Reply coa Book lately 
dedicared untothem. Nor does our zeal, (we hope) for 
- Truth, the Honour of God, & the Safety, Peace & Flour- 
iſhing of theſe Churches come ſhort of what our Reverend 
Author may be inſpired with ia his performance We make 
; the ſame glorious getence with him to. maintain & defend 
ft . the Order of the Goipel, aJtho? we cannor allow what is 
* ſuppgeſted inthe Title page, That every Principle ſo ftrenu. 
* oully contended forin that Treatiſe, 1s cither profeſſed or 
praQtiſed by the Churches of Chciftin New-Exglend. One 
. part, atlcaft, therefore of his Book the Reverend, Author 
* . ought tohave publiſhed in his own Name, ard. not have 
obtruded it on the Churches here, whoſe Praftiſe never 
gave grounds. to ſuſpe& them leavened with ſo groſs 
thoughts, as particularly his DoQrine of the Ordinatien of 
Minifters is. 0. ST IR 
We will not gueſs at the Authors ſecret aim, or whom 
in particular he raiſes his Batteries againſt - We'd cha« 
ritably hope he has no private Tntereſt to bribe him jn this 
Afﬀair; and we hope for a like favourable and candid Con- 
firuQion of this Reply, Tndeed the Name prefix't tochat _ 
faulty Treatiſe, may be preſumed, with a mvultitude-of > 
prejudiced: People, ro weigh down all the Reaſons. ang nah - 
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The - Epiftle Dedieatory. 
Arguments which caa poſityy be brought for their Con. 
vicion. And we have nv ſuch advantage to boaſt of; yer 
- are happy in this,that wears not over-awed dy any Name, 
' and the Truth we know.1s greater, ans more vencrabic 
- than all rhings.. | 

Its well known how liberal fome men are of the odious 
brand of Apoſtates, for every. onz who cannor digeſt the 


lace publiſhed Ocders; but, without arrogance, Wane, 
a5 more due, the Title of Proficients, and dou?b not re 


' _ make itout, that our difſent from maay of them :is ſo tar 


from a going back trom any Go'pel Truth or O:der, that 
It is rather a making progrels, and advancing inthe Evan- 
gelical Diſcipline. | | | 
It isa groundleſs Calumny which is ſuggeſted, That « : * 
hatituile beyond whit 0ar Author contends for, ts but « betraying © 
the I berties ani priviledzes which our Lord Jeſws Chrift hay i 
given 10 his Chireh, or che Brethres of the Charch, , Theſe : 
we profeſs to prize and ſtand for, and would by no means -\ 
loſe. - But wherein do they cenfiſt ? not inthe Brethreas 
challenging any part 'of the, Miniſterial Work! Not ia | 
impoſing upon' others any thing which' Chrift has nor - © 
impoſed ! 'which 'is but a debarring Chriſtians of the Pri- 
viledges they have a righr to. But they eonlift (as we - 
cenceive) in ſuch things as theſe, That our. Conſciences 
be not impoſed on by Mza or their Traditions, Chritt 
being the alone: Lord of the Conſcience, x Cor.7. 23. That 
Believers are through Chriſt, freed trom the guile and do. 
minion of Sin, from the curſe of the Law, and from the 
Ring and terror-of D:ath. That we have the libertics of 
Gods Houſe and Ordinances, & therein communion with 
God,' That we may have the benefi: of the gifts of his 
Miniſters for edification, and ſuch like, according to the 
þpoſtles Dofrine, 3 Cor. 3. 28, Nor 


The Epiftle Dediaatory, | 
Nor is that Obje&ion leſs frivolous, when if we appear 


lefs Rigid than ochers of the Reverend Authors ſeverity, 


weace refleQed oa as caſting diſhonour on our Parents, & 
their pious ds({igo in the firſt letrlement of this Land . No, 
we icverence our Anceſtors, and the Memory. of their di- 
vine Zeal and Conſtancy, and would derive it as a Truth. 
ſacred to our Poſterity, that-ir was a retigious Intereſt 
which carried them through all the amazing Difficulties & 


'D\i\couragements in that Undertaking, But yer, the pat- 


ticular deſign or eid has been ſome-what differently con- 
vcyed unto us.. | 

Sore have carricd it as if the great end were the Con« 
verfion of the Heather; and there have been girat Com- 
plaints by {: me of late, how this has been negleQed and 
contradicted, and another courſe taken up, whereby in- 
ftead of bringing the Hearhew inio the Church of: God, 
many whoſe Fachers' and themſelves were once of the 
vifible Chucch, are now ſtrangely lett our, ſcarce any face 
ot Religion remaining among them. | d 

As for this, we bewail it, and look upon it as aReproack 
to the Land, and would therefore countenance no ſuch 
Principles or PraQtices as have any tendency to ſuck 
Apoſtacy. 

Apa'n, ſome have made this: the great Deſign, to be 
freed trom-the Impofitions of Men in the Worſhip of God, 
wherewith they were ſometimes burthened; 'and as they 
fought freedom fur themſelves, we cannot ſuppoſe they 
delign'd ro impoſe upon others In this we are riſca upw 
make good their groun/s. 

The Reverend Mir. Wi#ard in his Sermon of the ſinful 
we/s of Wo ſhipping God with Mens Inflitations, p. 27. 
gives chis a5 the errand ot ous fore-Fathers into this Wil- 
derneſs, 


The Epifile Dedicatory, 

derneſs, namely, to ſequeſter themſelves inte a quiet: 
cornzr of the World, whcre they mighc enjoy: Chrifts un- 
mixtc Infticuuons, and leave them uncorrupted to Poſteriry; 
and the gain-ſaying or counter working this, is, -as he in- 
timates, to caft-diſhonour upon them, vr call them tools. 

This Charge falls beayy on thoſe. wbo are tor impoſing” 
their will on cthers. We crave no more but to enjoy the 

+ Taſtitutions of Chriſt vomix't- Audit appcars very ſt:ange 
that thoſe who fl:d trom an:AQ of Uniformity, fhould 
preſently impoſe on themſelves, on theu Neighbours, and 
entail the M:{chief on their. Poſterity. 

Some indeed would make the deſign of our firſt Plan: 
ters to conlilt in ſome little Rites, Modes or Circumitances - 
of Church Diſcipline, and thoſe ſuch as the. Word of God 
no where requires Theſe are the men who diſhonour 
their Country, and their Fathers Memory,by making their 
great deſign to liein ſo (mall matters. And it is notorious 

: there: has been no agrecment in theſe poiats from the be- 
inning. . Its known there was Ant - Synodatia - printed, 
and who had a hand in it, «wud how modeſt bis D:ſſent was, 
and in what terms they contradi&ted what the Synod had 
—_ tho? che like is criminal and inſufferable in- ag 

Other. | | 

Theſe Principtes in Church Diſcipline »re alſo wrote 
againſt in Engliſhby the Mſſemb'y of D:v'#'s, by Mr. Candry, 
Mr. Retherford, Mr. Barly, fc. Ina word, if it be the 
Truth, according to Gods Word, we ſtand for, .ir would 
not Þe grievous to any of our. pious Anctitors,. were they 
now on Earth; neither will ic be grievous to them now in 
Heaven; .nor ſhould ic be grievous to any good Man to 

. receive Conviction. ,-We reter all thereforeto the Word of - 


God, forbe Lap and r0the Teſtimony. th. 
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Fkr'> Epiftle DedBurn. 
"fo the Prefere or RpiTtle t6 Yard Bool;" we FIPRLY 
hings Hat might'be juſtly excepted agdinft, but deſi 
heither to be contentious nor” yolumn ous, . we fhal ; | ( 
bur'ro ocrie'& rwo,” Rig Fl.) ©4500] v3993 D452 £1F? i. | wm : 
''' Th pap. B: the Reverend Aittor 3 dGuRed: We ubbitibe! | £4 
Tevert or eight erronious DoEtrines, as he apprehend,” "910 OY 
xo be; &the conſequence tion all is this, that if we ſpouls 
theſe Primciples, 'we give 'awiy the' Whole Congyegerions 
Cauſe at once, Whence we percetve . now the; 
© vc Which theAuthor engages in ia ;'tho" we hop E, 
the Name or the Party, but the Truthis they detend. 


o 


mu have occafion to examine theſe RS hereafter bp _ 
ir may ſufhce hereto ay, ney Are ire /t: ep 7 
& in che Dreſs they are Hoke ad, "be fp n tl c/o A Tat 


yer agcording co their moſt ' fair & YE - 
there is a great deal of Truth in molt of then, . ph hip 5 "i 
is bur a block the Author politickly catts' in *the ways 
which'at laſt"! we fear may bur difcouts © ſome; on 

Pracing the © oh re ation al way, Keel fe mL 
fight tor its life Wh [oc Trucks Whodb 7 de 4 


the pricks, As 9.5. ww ee od 
Another bing, t Remarkable 1 'n the Pref ace 1$ is the Auth: 
het and v armch, pag 9. Shall s 've, th. ” Feit | 


7a? (hall we retort, thergtore we are 
to. © Who is os the Lord: fode ? Who t 

care, we truft (through Gods Grace) together wn) 
and all other (ding. \ e would have in « nerf 
\ whe that KK ek wp for the C rehes 'of Ch = f Ge 

id but we fhou 3 ethers declined i it $* Th? $20A Pet 
nf them they my [meld hink their Wcb-mis ore ll" ext 
cad of « [le or it they talk light, and heady they i 
wggilude of ol ia a” <a, g” 'nok quite aWaked! 


# 


Tere? 
ge 2 
64 I 


11 


—— —— 
2 og FER os 
Tre 8 


- Bbicheanſe it is that: 1 dedicate this en/ning Diſſertation. And 
for the ſame cauſe we addreſs you ia the. following anſwer. 
Ih is nol 199 cauſe, bat. yours.. Nor is it ours,. but the 
_ Churehes, -and every good Cheiftians incomman.,, Od l 
fr: yours ?. nay, it is Chriſti cauſe: Welift under thc lame 
Banners, and would to God we wereall as really, as we 


would ſrem to be. diveſted wholly of carnal ſelf.----.-- for 
: UN our preſent Defence is become the pceuliar concerg 
> ef :itheſe Churches. 


But. why all this heat ? we. wo1ld not interpret; too 
bard ; but theſe Expreſſions ſeem plainly: ts carry this 
ſenſe, . That every one who ob:ys not the late publiſhed Orders, 

:* Bs aw oppoſer of Troch, not on the Lord. fide, Encmes tc che 

reaſe of Chrift, and the Churches of New-Engiand: Wheres 
upon the Revercni Author ronſces-himfelt, and ſounds an 

_ Alarm tothe Churches, To pur down all ſuch If this be 

' net involv'd in jt, we would beg his Paidon, and be ine 

formed berter.. But truly, #7, it is a _miſtakeu Zea), 

Jdly. laviſh'd away, and not kindled from .»bove; tor we 

know ns ſoch conſpiracy againſt rhe Truths of our. Lord 

Jeſus Chriſt, or agaiaſt the good of the _hurches io New. 

England, altho? we arc not proſelyted to ſome; of your 

particular Opinions. - It appears to us, that the Reverend 

' Authors igfirmity in this matter, is the ſame with the 

pas Fobns, Mark 9g. 38. Maſter, we ſaw one caffing out- 

[Devils in thy Name, and he folowerh not w:; and we forbed 

Sim, becauſe be followed not wi. Which too torward zeal 

+... ouc Lordghecks, and reconciles the. matter, Fer/. 39, 40. 

WE 24 + fndiTeſur anſwered, forvid him not ; - he that ' is not again 

” SE i700 our pers.” but ia this caſe.. as 1n many others. we 

"= "2 -goule mnitance in, if need were, the R:verend Author, cho? 

Tr NE nh Fery zoalous tor « time, yet js not very lteady Karan 
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The" Eyiftle Drier. 


for before he cads his Book, he comes about again, in pag. - 
239. where he propoſeth his 3rothers Efſay for Uaioa - 
whereia he ſhows-tew mneonfidecabletthe Differences are 
between thoſe of the' Prerbye ri2n and Congregational. jndg- 
pew?, that they. need nor ſec Truch to puccha'e Oo 
And yet by the cry juit how, you wouid have though? all 
the Ururhs of Chriſt trampeled under foor, the Cauſe, of 
Reiigion deferted, and and a tormidable. War commieuces 
by the Presbyrer1ans dgainſt the order of the Golpel. 
It is obfervable, that the R:verend Author in the Difſers- 
tation of the-foilowing Queitions, makes ute of avundance 


of Quotations trom {everal famous Perſons in- chew Gehge + _ 


rations; but in {ome the ſence/is, xetverced toe wrong. 
end, beſide the obvious intention'ot 'the"Writers; m {ome 
he brings them in contraditing ar 'ohe-time whar they 


Aaid"at avorher, and ſets tome 18 oppolitzon to others, 


And whece he. endeavours to conficm his ' Teacts by the. 
Teftimony® of ſome be might, if he had -pleaſed, Hive: 
brqught many others co. contradif the ſame thing. But 
this 16 4 good way it amutle the Reader; and to coal his © 
mind, a0d te terrific him, by muſtering a legion of 19ar» 
tifica! Arguments. We ſbail be iparing-in Quotations, 


ard paſs by many cited” by the Auchor; rho*:we approve 
"them not. *Only we erarcleavero preſentbne Quotation, 


which may beof .uſere us all along, being we'areunwite - 


ling to be impoſed on to believe what God never ſpoke, or 


ro do whatGod never requir'd. It ischat of the Reveiend 
M:. Wife'a, in his fore-quoied Sermon, peg." 23, 24+ 


* © Hence it follows, chat there 5 nothing to be received by- 


* us ca this account, bur what has G.>ds Seal affixed to it. - 

* Its therefore enough to ſer us down reſolved againſt any: 

*{uch thing, U we can lay there wa filence abour:ic inthe 
nh ___ $$cipruroy- 
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He va Res gow TEND emnation, whe 


fvps ped Was 65ep edrfic by z,H 5 8 prdient "Py to | ang 
"oo HY tereſt of Sev Tg " {e,, holy learnrd Men have 
Saas te; if 946 Txt ie $, that there #2, much of deeeney 
In ih. and thing © it no waye: farm ul: «AT | chis 
© is tully a ſwered w ith Wk 7 one word. God, has [pote 20- 


« ek «bout it, Heb. 7-4. #t wetter entrrea into hits lars t6 
oyw it, Jer., 413 Thus he... _ 
omen 5 bing pp Ic y, Prep efa0f ,Prigged (o lang a go 


"T1 ſo eminent a M ter, and never, ace, contraditte 4, we 
ce it for granted, that none have any thing to lay againſt 
Ang we are thanktul to him for furnijhing, us with 
[A d dawn, to bear off, the laſtizutiogs, 
pond Lerions Sha manpippld lay pP2n: US- 
codurde 4 ; his ht riep@now't to > confider the. Queſtipas which 
Wide Author gn andthe An Li 
ROY Yep. we cr 0 
Wl Apg ge I Nei , ave that, yr, Apt or big 
igh=,h have bn je, jad, 76 ll Fear and 


Wori-ive.. 
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Be two firſt Queſtions might. have been who wholy { ; 
may ſerveas a good Imtroduction to others al; 


1A hate? 
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| Cit. 1. Whether particular Churches ought ro conſuft of. Saiges and 
true Belicwers in Chriſt ? £4: 
It is granted. thar rhe matter of a particoſar Church (for 
Queition is not ftated with ref.rence. ro the FT a NN 
S$4ints. - And tho' the Anſwer is not given in the naG.l! 
- would charitably bope his ſenſe is the ſame, wirb the united 
ſters in London, * That none ſhall be admitted as men!" 
* der to Communion, in all the ſpecial O: dinances'of rhe C 
© but ſuch as arekrowing and found'ia the fundamental 
*of the Chriftian Religion, without ſcandal in t "hes LIVES, and. to. 
© 2 judgment regulated by the word of God, are Perſons of vilible, 
* Godtinefs and honeſty, ciedibly profeſſing cordial TabjcQion Es | 
Jeſms Chrift, ' Had our Reverend. Author only. fad of on. 
(ard indeed ' more is needleſs) he had Trwed ns he labor Fu 
RefleCtions on this 'pirt of his Eſſay. , But there is: one. þ 
*inP. 75 which we cannot but except againſt. 4 Seriqug, i mg 
© he, which has reſpitt tu the rimes of the Gojpel, ſeve 
* thoſe Miners, which. ſhall bring mer, that are uhclrcame bf Ape ES. . 
© HIREVarar perſons) into the arbtuary, into 'the © range "A 
Ke £at the Bread and drink tve Blood, which iy that ave therg, pa? 0 the 
, Ezck. 44-7, 9. A hard ſaying, and wi-O-Can VEAT-AL- . 
T2 is here mangled, and ,the princi. things ſett ov?.. 
God has Joyneds our Reverend Author has ſeperacred, fe ngen ' 
his deſig, Sy Text; (aich Uncirconiguſcd in. þcart; [7 oe: 
eumeiſed 11: ft : but here wee have it only wicirepm ito oh me 
anterpreted nnregenerare perſons. Whit a reopht 15.th (s. 
beſt of Miniſters becauſe (forſ6oth) they are EOT mu AE lh's Fan i\ 
and dare not invade the 'prerogarive of God- the . 
yereug' Author or the Ghurch with lid, never My UNTe Pe 


Acrats 
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: + } 
worate Perſon to communion with them? Heil} not” dare to'pre- 
tend co it, and therefore rhe rebuke is to hiaiſelf. We know our 
Lord- Jeſus -Chriſt—admitted /Juda uncircumcited in heart, an 
unregensrate Perſon to holy things ; and 'in the pureſt Ages of: 
the Church: there were: Hypocrites crept ir, many -of whom: 
turned Apoſtates. Nay, our Authoris {o {entiible of this, that p: 19. 
"he quotes-the opinion of the Reverend 44:-<vi tun, That its better 10 
admit diverſe Hypocrites than to ke: p out one ſincere Gvild of God, It 
& obvioos then that Hypocrites my be admitted, and .yet the: Mi- 
niſter incur neither the reþ«kes of Conſcier)ce, or of This Scripture - 
nay, he may be approved of God, as doing his Buty, though Hy- 
crige may too well conhiit with tufhcient Knewledge, ſoutid 
Batet, 's L:meleſs Life, a credible Profeihron, &c. To conclude, 
Its very obſer yeable; the Reverend Author cloles this firſt Enquiry, 
by Gying, Thetbe Cuinrches bere are free 10 admit thoſe inns their come 
emunion, who are thus qualificd, We marych then his Zeal 4s not: 
fired to rebuke them aficſh.. NE 
But *what will the Reader think if 'we ſhould make an Apology 
after all for-the Reverend Author, and aſſure him he means no” 
more, | than that. Minifers ought. not..to admit known Infdels 
.&t Prophace; for, for his part,, he pretends not. to. know 
mens hearts. We only can inxredt the. Reader: not, to rebuke the 
Anchor "roo . ſeverely for lijs 1-confiltency, for- he mas mean well, . 
aid'all parcics are a2retd. Unleſs he ſhould | imagine himſelf at- 
tequed! by the Reverend Author of the DoCtiuine of 1nſtitured 
wches.. | | 
'Q.-2. Whether there ought not to be a Tryal If Perſon? concerning their 
c fic arr0ns and fitneſs for Courch communiony before they are admitted 
Prune?” $, -F--Ey 32-f nk 
We (hall not here eximine the force of the Authors arguments, 
whether. they unceliſtably conclud*, or not; , and whether the 
conſequence is good from the tryal of :heApoſtles,the Porters at-the 
Temple, or the' 12 Ang<lz at the Gatss of the Myftical Feru/alcax, 
ai pf Cho ct eaten, ' It ſuffices that the Reverend Ay» 
"thor tas madcttly ſtated this Truth, and cited us to a merciful Bar, 
the jadgment ſeat of © rational. Charity, where the Judge avoids 


ſeverity, aud rhe royal bs managed with abundang teaderneſs: the - . 
$33? 
4 / : 


© : L- ; 
- , 8 
a - * 
4 + - | *Y z & kv A Ss ; 
—_— - i Do ne; #27 . "OF 
w—_— . <IT 2-4 WF. PE -— - | 
* & : ” "WW 


UMI 


| | 2 0 NG 
' bruiſed Reed is not kroker, nor the imogking flax quenched: the tender 
Lambs find the kind Shepherds: Arms tofald them, and a genile cars 


ri-ge in his boſom. This 4s indeed 'the part'of the goou ſhepherd, 
and we could now gladly commit -our {elves tothe Reverend aus 
thor> Paſtoral care. So many goed words remove alj jcalouuc of 2 
Tizid Iryal. But alas ! che Clouds retarn upon us, and a black 
Gouvt is ta: ted, as follows. i 

Q. 3 Whetver are not the Brethren, and 161 the Elder rof the Church 
only, 10 juage concerning the qual:ficarions and. fitreſ+ of tioje we are 
eanizitea into their Communion ? 

The Reycrend Author allows there may be a difference of appre- 
henfion, as to tris point, and yet no breach of Union, We think 
ſo too, and therefore as we continue to honour the-Perſon, -thongh 
we expoſ.: his opinion; ſo we ho, e the negative will rocdelerve 
the popular cry, Oh ApoHt acy  Apottacy !, The diticrence, as the 
Reverens Author tells us, bs betweer: the Brethren of the Fre-byrerean 
and theCongreg ational way, tig furmer givi'g this power only to the 
Elderfhip, the latter joyning the fraterniry. with them. He takes 
up for rhe latrer; but whether he proves it, the world may ice 
when we have conlidered his Arguments. _. TT 

In the 'fore-going Chapter, when he would prove there ought te 
be a tryal of Perions, he tells us of the Porters rhe: were {ct ut the. 
gates of the Temple, 2 Chiron, 23. 1g bur thoſe Porters were Officers 
21 C/ron. .6. 1, ſohe Inſtances iv-the Twelve, Angels ai 'the Gatts: 
of the Myſtic .| Feru/alem, whiei tho'\ it. may impiy «bar thyfG1ig) 
were kept,yer not that tie frateciity were the keepers. He inſtugces- 


alſo in Fhill5p and Fobn rhe Brprift, which if 42. argues any/thing; is: 


applicable only to the Officer+, and ror r5 the Brother-hood.,! 

Kat to examine bis ſtrevgrh inthis Chapter whit he calls argn.! 
ment, may more truly be ſtiled dogmauical (fiurming, -or a niore:, 
mean begging the Queſtion. Till-pag.,24, 25- he quores a{bC9pe | 
ture or two in pro-f of his aſſertions, /cs/. x Cormro. 5; 12, 12 Care 


'2 .6. in both which places the 3poſtle is writing to 1h, © 1 chat 


Corinth, about excommunicating the I-ceſtuous Perſon to. hs \(my;_ 
and the reſtoring hmm again vpon bis Repentance, - And wx 1) Mir 
the Reverend Anthor to the ſame noly Apoſtic 4; ana; ſwer.., its, 
that known place, 1 Corinth, z , chap. where be cviigses the: 
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Church to as mans Body, and ſhows the diffin offices and opere- 


$n5of the reſpeQtive Members, as the Eye and Ear, the Hand and 
-*Foor.. [And-toi render the allation the more. intelligible, be names 
the OfficersGid had*ſt:yvertis Church, as more Iminediately're- 
ferred' ro 9/28. God®has ſet' ſome" in” his Church, firſt, Apoſtles, 
ſecondarily,” Prophets, thirdly, Teachers and in the cloſe, of the 
14- Chap- be adds, Let all thing be aone decently and m order, The 
reſult of all is this, _ ZE | 

"'Phe:Apoſtic would hive” every one to keep his proper place and 
ſphere, -xnd- do\his owh work,” /cit-+in the Cenſure of the faulty 
P-rfon, the Elderſhip were to do theirs, the Brotherhood not t> 
wiucp-or arrogate any thing above their Province. For as the 
Apoſtle queries, v« 19. are all Apoſtles? are all Prophets ? are all 
Teachers $''4. e:\in'a govertd Body, we cannox expect all ſhould be 
Goveriiors} vid. Pool's:: Armor: Et 
«Theres another 'Text alſo produced to prove the power of the 
Brethten,' ſil. Mat. 18. 17. ahd if 'he ſhall negleft to hear them, 
z6il is) 00 the Cnnrch. - This Text has been often brought on this 
aceount,; and formetimes''on other accounts and .as often anſwered, 
you here bi6ught'agaiti, But iv will cot anſwer the end. |, 
- * The Context ſuppoſes an Offtnder, and the, wronged party pro- 

ts by, on him';! and here are three ſteps the: dillatisfieci Perſag 
is direQted totake, in orc er to heal the wound given, 1.) To tell the 
Offender his fault in private.. 2.) To tell. bim [before 2 or z wit- 

ſſes,' anti "if riie' end: be'not obtained; 3. )- To: tell ic to. the, 
Ghurch::': Sippaſe; fiow # Perſon aGing according to. this Rule (ag 


we could givefinſtincef if need! were) when the firſt ſtep did not 
gain bis” Brother, nr 'the ſecond” anſwer-the end, at laſt the diſ- 
fitisfhed Perfon'earried the ,caſe to the Paſtor, and now. he reckoned 
he had told irto the Church. The Paſtor ſending fo. the Off:adax, 
ur mp rgpooryin him,” brought him to Repentance, and to give. 
isfation; 'atd th: thing was ifficd, . Here the Rule was attended, 
the Charch teld, the offendor healed, the wronged Perſon fati>ficd, 
and the" matter iſſued, -when the Brotherhqod all this while knew 
nothing »-f ir. 1: is evident from te next-verſe, that by the Church 
muſt be meafit thoſe who hid Power to bind and looſe, which Power 
;Chrift had given to the Apoſtles. * Moreover let the ſenſe. be thas 
the Offence is x6 be-wold'ito the Ralers firlt, and then by ps bo the 
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malticude z not fur the multituue”rs- p442e of jt, but for their war- 
ning und example, for their prayers for the effendor, anc their 2p- 
provacion of the Eiders Cenfure, and that they might takecere to 
ay 1d. the famiiiarlity of ſuch an in(cCtious linner, vid. Pools Annes, 

Bur if Scripcure*+ wilt wor prove the Power of the Brethien, 
poilivly {ome venerable Mixin (may do the fear.”  Quod tangle 
omnes deber' ab omnibus approberi, But alas ! this Maxim gives 


ſu much to the Siſters, 4s te the Brethren. Surely it is no divine -- 


Oracle, it neither came from Heaven, nor is it aceording to the nyin- 
ners ot- men upon Earch:' 1f maſter of a family take iaa ſojourrior 
or a {rvant.z. all are Concerned, hut their voce is not asked, if » Cap- 
tain hilt aSouldier, all the Company's concerned, bur it is done by 
his Authority, without aSking their leave. And pray carry this 
m x1 to the Colliedge; and ſee If the Preſident and Fellows will 
{tai by ir in their admiſſions. If it be objefted, that even inall 
thetc caſcs if there be anf ſufficient? reaſons preſented by thoſe con- 
cerized, a prudeut Ruler: will'yied t0'it; we. cafily grant it, and 
therefore 't1s/ not unfit that men be propoſed to the Congregation, 
if there be any thing'ro objett againſt their lives, ©, IAG 

- ; Another arguiment'far'the Brethrens Power itt admiiticn, is, leſt 
the whole Power ſhould ſometimes reſide jn the”hands of ai 

Miniſter; and thatthis43 wnireaſotiable Wo hayt a Speech'quored from 
tbePreſarrerian Minſterrini London. "Bt it is'Airatigely perverted from 
their tine meanning, as appears not only-from the whole ſeries and 


{cope of -zhe Book, but allo from whar'is exprefled tn. the page quo= 


ecd (p51) wherethey-ſay, © Thit the Power cannot be placed in the 
{: whole: Church eolleRively taken; The'Sctipture makys an exit 
diſtin&tion- berween' Rulets and ted” They only plead rliat there 
ſhauld be more*Rulers in'a Chn:eh then'sne z'or that, when thers 
are more, then tie Power belongs to the whole meaning, the rulaz: g 
Elders as well as-the Teaching! And what is that to the Power of 
$he Brethien ? One officer has Fower fn pfain caſesto att in the Kings 
nNailne, | 1,” Ib Fa. i ok 6H =, 
Irdezd our Saviour did frequently fend forth his Diſciples two 
and two But yet Phillip was ſent alone to baptize the Frbiapsan 
Eonuch: It will not excnſe a Miniſter in the neglect of Chriſts 
work, -becaule he has no fellow labot rers with him, | 
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But the ſtrongeſt argument comes laſt. The way to keep Popery one 
of ave World, ſaub our Author, 1s for the fraternity to «fſert and main. 
tain that Power, which does of rignt velgng tg them. [tn aniwer to which, 
we ecd only blot out the word fraternity, and-in its room wiite the 
word Elaer{hip. An excellent argum-nt"that will equally, prove 
cither way; and by the change of a word: {erve, allo:to auiwer 
D->Qer Owens long Speech, which ends that Chapcer.* 

Ia ſhort, all Power is firitly 19 Ghritts hards, and our Reverend 
Author prodaces, no cammuſſionor erger from Chriſt, for the i;re- 
threr $2 mar n,ge the affairs of, his Houſe in bis name; for. be has 
appointed Othcers of his 9wn to Liar end. 
'Q. 4. Whetarr 65.8 neceſſary Fmt Perfons at their admiſſion 4$"nto the 
Chnrch ſbould makg 4 pubick relation of the time and manner of their 
Corverſron ? $4 | | 

The Reverend Author anſwers in, the Negative, and adds, that 
the Churches of AV. E.. do. not impeſe it, vor ought it to be re- 
quired or delired. He glyes four tabſtabcial reaſons why it ought 
net And had he ſtopt here, he had done well, or had he added more 
reaſons to thoſe four, as he could bave done, it had been an ACCCpt= 
able performance... ._ ST ce 97 art ot 

But abogs he. wheels again, and ſcems-to-plead hard for ir, of 
tunthing Khs it, which . he calls the :Praftice:of the Churches of 
New England. _- bby. 

This he would recommend from a ftory receiv'd fromthe Re- 
verend Mr, Elior, but we, bave heard another ſtory from the ſame 
Reverend Perſon, how when one. of the Þrethren, was bighly cona- 
mending, his neighbours Relation, and preferivig it to others, the 
ſaid Mr. Elor turned upon him, andſaid, As Brother ! don; be ſo 
awach taken with fine words, but look to the mani converſation. The 
Author relates another ſtory fron the Reverend Mi. #ew, of one 


who through importunity was brought to make a relation, and made 


the Congregation weep, when he Cid it; but whether for joy or 
grief, -we are left in the dark. | | 

The Author gives Us his argimerts, but they do not reach Fis end. 
He pleads for them js that they are <d fying; but we have known 
ſome that have been no ways ſo; orgranting they were always ſo, 
can thatjultifis the inſtituting and impokug them ? would'it nor be 
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edifying if every $1bbath ES ſome well diſpoſed (talk- 
ative) Bretbren ſhould itand- up and relate rhe experiences of the 
week pait ? yer ſhail we make ita Jaw or cuſtom ? will not foms 
people allure you, they have been wonderfully edified by a-womans 
preaching in Publick?? and yer” will 'our-Reverend Author be induced 
to proſtiture his Pulpit: ro*them, -6r part with a Sallary to cher il 
their zeal. ; | 7 

Agiin, the Relation of Experiences is ple:d-d for, in thar God mey 
bc Honoured by them, But we have known ſome to Gods diſhonour,' 
beivg intpid, - 4cvflefs things, to uſe our Authors own words, meer 
formeliczcs, -r00 {candalous: and' ſuperſtitions, © He ſaith, they'arh® 
2 (Rcans't0 gain love with the'Children of God. But we have known 
ſome that have Jott love and credit by them. 

tut the (Queſtion is, Whether they are ap inſtituted-means for any > 
of theſe ends? Whether appointed by God, to promote his glory, 
edifice the Congregation, - or gain loye'? If-nor, they are byt the 
I: ititutions of men, 8nd therefote'to be rejected, as the before quo- 
ted Mr. Willard: inftrutts us. : 

God has appointed the prezching the Goſpel, the Sacraments, 
&c, for editication, and:the promoting Chriſtian : love- attang his 
people ; but we read nothing of theſe . impoſed relations, Heither 
vw.hcn Chrilt- hiwiclf nor when his'Apoſties after him, . acminiRred 
this holy Secrament.. Nor is there any appzarance of ſuch a'Culton * 
in the primitive Church, + + 

Indeed, there are ſome. occaſions, . as our: Author 'obſcryes, -on * 
which aPcrſoa who has, had a remai kable-Canverſony may declare 
it; but there's pc inber; precept nor rule inthe Word'of God, ithat / 
it !houkd- be done at (this. {et tire; and in publick. Ard with'what 
face can we impole it;--when our Fathers fled from 1he impoſitions 
— ofimen? whether a bitraty lmpokitions are inſufferable in themſelves, - 
or,not, ; yet ccrtainly theyiare:hold and infolent in New-Englard, 
whers the zrcatek, out-crp3$madeagainft them in orhers, SIN 

Þurt. ie, wau'd mike a manimile; werethe never ſo ſerious or dif} 
plcaſed,, te read the Texts that are:brought forthis Cuſtom; as that 
P/al, .40. 10. 4 bave nat concealed thy Truth from the great Congre. 
gation, And indeed the Royal Prophet had been inexcuſavle if he bad; 
as a Miniſter would now, that ſhould-gor declares to his ag ; 
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whole.ceunſe of God. a hb fe 3 
Again, P/al. 66. 16, he ſays, Come aud bear al you that fear God, 
and 1 mill declare what ke has ors for, my ſoul. We. imagine. the Kever 
read.Aughor. ſuppoſes the P/elm;/t thus calling aloud 1n ſome vait res 
_ ligious.Concouele, arid thatiin. arderto, bis. parteking of the privi- 
© Tgdpes of the Fewyb Conrch,.- But thould Wwegrapt a luppoſal 1oi- 
diculous and extravagant, yet this makes nothing tor. 4umpoking 
_ Relations, for iheu it iſhovld have been ſpoken and cballenged by 
the People. © Do you come, and Itand forth, oer, and tell us what God 
has doiefor your dont, ;and then-we ad:mie you to all che privilcdges 
of the Temple: Another ; Text, ltrang; ly, perverted to ſcare tome 
gocd: peop.e is, that, Mat.) ve. 33; W ne/orver denyetb me before weng. 
him will 1 allo deny bejore. my,fatier winch 38 in Heaven. As it There 
were-no confelling: Chriit, without making formal. ſpeeches in the 
Church. - ©ET1 15 IT "Ns $7 BLADE oF 
' And as if -a credible profeſſion of our faith inChriſt, the takivg 
his: Name -upon- us in. Baptiſm, andthe renewal ofrour Baptiſm 
Yow, anda devout. adtendaace on the Oidinances' of the Goſpel, 
were not the true confellion our Lord-expeds- ' Wo be to the world, 
if all were to be rated, denyecrs of: Chriſt, who whether trom in. 
ability, modeRy-or a jult indignation; refuſe 'to make aquaint Speech 
inthe Church, The: lat- Scriprurtiwe hall: name, woich has been 
equally abuſed with the reſt. iscthatin x. e743” 15, Treat Chrigiung 
ſhould be ready tegive a reaſon of toe beye that 441w them, 10 every ous 
that asketh jit, to wit, ina-proper place and ti:ve, for a fic end,” and 
on ſufhcicrit Reaſons, where [there 1s Aut )ority 49 command, or 'ir is 
dclired with modeſty. The ſenſe indeed is, (that we ſhould be ready 
to-defend our Faith againit the ſcoffs and cavits of Infidel: and Perſe. 
cutors: and thar it is a ſhame to Chriſtians not to be able ro argue 
for thcir Religion, and confute gein-ſayers. So thit if you would 
infer hence»any pubvlick Speech inthe Church, it maſt be rather an 
Apology for the Chriſtian Religion, or a Serman to proye its reaſon. 
ablencis andevidence ; bac neither ivir in the lea(t ifitimated thatrbo 
ſhould be made & ſtated termof Communion; and we are (ore the 
Church has no more power to dehar the -refuſer ff onrany Chriitian 
privikedge then to require Oaks; Subicriptions, and Confarmiry 
toa Thouſand more Cercmomes' Fa 
; s 4 We 
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We have. but one Remark more._t6wtake here, and that is, the 
Apoſtle requires this realon of our Wepe to be given with meckneſs 
& fear. The true ſenſe whereof is, that which we are contending even 
with Infidels, yet we Milt not argue with an incemperate Paſſion of 
-al, Or if we confiruc it, as in oppolition to Pride.end Preſump- 
tion of a mans own gif: s a"d abllitice; Ir is n vere Rebuke to many 
of oar bvld and ferward Z:aluts, who have been famed for their 
promptneſs to ſpeak in the Chaich, and the firſt that have fallen un- 
der its deſerved laſh. We ſhould indecd be better recancilcd to this 
euſtom of Relations, were this preſcribed meekneſs and fear more 
vigblein them, ÞEur this is the miſery, the mure meek and fearful 
are hereby kept out of Gods Houſe, while the-more concenued and pre- 
ſum:tuous never boggle at this, 273 any thing elle. | De 
But ic ſeems there is agroſs Corruption of this landable praftice 
which the Autnor does wel to ceniure ; and thats, when ſome, who 
have no good intention ef their own, get others to deviſe a Relation 
for them. The Author may be ſatisfied there is ſomething of truth in 
ſuch reports; neither Charity nor Intereſt ſhauld make us too incre-- 
duiuns, But then he paſſes a ſevere ſentence on ſuch Lyars tothe holy. 
Ghoſt. Which they iruly deſerve, if in their relations they pre». 
tended to te) the times and manner of their Convyerlion, or if they ſo 
much as ſuggelled it co be their own devilng ;but if it be only a pro- 
fefion of their Faith & Repenrearce, ir is not material who compoſes 
it, if they can conſcientiouſly ſubicribe to it. - And indeed a general. 
form might be beſt of all in the caſe, if they muſt necds be made us. 
Ta ſum up all, we-not only believe «with our Author) that ſuck as 
delude the Church, by b:inging relations not of their own deviting, 
do exceedingly provoke the Lord; but alſo that the impolers of 
then as a term of Communion, Ydoſo too, = 
Qu.5. Hath tx Church Covenant, as commonly prattiſed in the Churches 
of N<w- England, ««y Scriprare foundation ? 
- *1n reference to this Queſtion, tbe Reverend Author and others af 
kis »pinion, in their dilcourſis about it,!ove much to keep in the dark. 
We confeis. our ſelves at 2 loſs about thoſe words ( 45 commonly prace 
H/cd) and 3elomnn has long ago told us, that he that anſwers a mat- 
ter b fore he uwinderitands ir, it is a folly and ſhame to bim. 
The Reyercnd Author —_— we ſuppoſe, or if he don't, we do, 
: thas 
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thit in ſome Churches of N.-E. they have no Church Covenant at 
al, and that in other Churches it 1s difterently pr{0ird. Same wn- 
derſtand by it only a Covenanting with food to perform by his Grace 
the Duties we owe to him, and our Chriitian Biethren, & accordingly 
45 propole it ; others mean by it a Covenant -with a particular 
Charch, whereby they are bound to walk in Commni'ton therewith, 
ril} by their conſent dismiſſed. Orvers will have it to be a _neceffary 
Qualification in order to a perſons pat taking of rhe . Lerds Supper, 
either vhere or elſe where; And others have Notiins of Ic quite 
different from all theſe. , - 

The Reverend Au:bor firft bears us down wich a formidable Au. 
thority, telling us his Queitiva was confideted ar a General Con« 
vention of -the Miniſters, May, 1498. and that all the Miniſters 
then preſent ſave one; did eoncur in the Afﬀeriative, but we have 
heard quite otherwiſe, and that ic was then-propoſed and urged to 
have the Church Cevenant more diitinCtly opeved, though it was not 
hearkened to. It is a go''d policy to hurry on a vote their cauſe de-. 
pends on, and like a firit-Princi ple, It molt not be deiiherated or 
debated ; and ſuch, as we hear, was the mannagenent of that yore, 
And ir is obſcrveable the Revercnd Author ayobds (whether induſtt i- 
oulty or no, we !haii not gueſs.) to ſtate the nature of tt is Covenaiit, 
buc confuſedly ſaith; as It 1s p:attiſcd by the Churches in VV. &. 

In the Preface we- have the auciiors own deſcription of this Ca- 
venant, where he calls it explics: Covrnanting with God and bys Church, 
and ſometimes with God and his Feople. But we renew our Com- 
plaine, that we are yet moit n'ſcrably in the dark. Ir migh- be 
enquired here, whether ir he two diſtin; Covenants, one with God 
and the other with his People? it ſo, which of them is the proper 
Church Covenanc ? If but one, whether it binds the perſou that en- 
ter$ into it, to perform the tame Duties to God, and to the Church ? 
and incaſe a perſon be diſmilled, whether it is from his whole Juty 
or from 2 part of it? and wheiher God and his Charch Promiſe che 
ſame thing £ the party covenanting ? Theſe Queries are offer 'd only 
ro provoke aclear ſtare of the thi: g debated, which ſhould he clcar- 
ed to the underitendings of peoplc, before its impoſed on their Cone 
{ciences, as a term of Communion. 

Bur befurc our Author cad this Chapter, he puts another diſguiſe, - 


and 
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and 8 more takin2 face on this matter. He would inffnuate that the - 
Chuich Covenant, a5 prattiſed in New- England, TT: nothing more 
than the pubiiuk Profcfſion of Faith, and promiſe of a holy Luts; for 
which he quotes both Synods and teveral private Reycrend mens 
Names. Kut this unfair dealing- may be ſt11pt of its diſgniſe, by 
ſhewing in what Icn.c we allow a Church Covenant, and in what 
ſence we allow It not-. : . 

iff. We own and plead for a Covenant with God, whereby a 
Perſon or People become his, and bind themſelves to walk -in ail his 
ways. - This was the Covenant that con!tituted {/racl of old to be a 
Chucch and People of Go, and which God made with Abraham and 
his Seed, after kim, by winch && became, in a {pecial manner, their. 
God, and they his People T his 1s the Covenant that //racl renewed 
with God in the Wildernef>, «cat. 26, 17, 18. Totbis God annex- 
ec his Scals, Circ amoaſion in the Gays of. old, and Baptiſm under the 
Goſtel. lis by this Covenant that 4 Perion or People are united to 
Cm tt the head, and do become Members ef his Body. By this the 
Catbolick Chui ch is cor:{titured, and we have an Intereſt in all thoſe 
Friviledges that belong to believers, as ſuch. This is the Covenant 
we own, and which we renew every tl ne weattend the publick Wor- 
$i;: of God, F/al. 50.5. and this Covenant ovght to be explicir, 
ep:nly profeſfed ai puolifhed-to the World. - Iris a falſe and abugye 
in. nu tion (ut fiequently made in an awful Desk) that People are 
againit all explicit Covezantirg, or the open renewal of it; for there 
is no pFctebce for fuch a C-lumny,that we can bear of : It inuſt theres 
fore ariſe eiihe! from iGle Fears, or ſome miſchievous Policy. 

2«ly. We aiſo highly approve ol a Covenant of Refarmation. A 
greet Louty in tines of Apoitacy, and groſs corruption of Manners ; 
to covenant to put away theſe and thoſe reigning fins, to retarn to 
the Lord, and perform ſich particatar Dunes as have been vilibly 
ncgleted, Ot this we have frequent inſtances in Scripture, Ezra 
10- 3. 5. 

zdty- We may alſo allow a Covenant between Miniſter & People, 
whereby they bind themſelves to th1i(e reſpeftive Duties, that the 
Woidot God his made incumbent on them, on account of that Re- 
lation. ; 

wut we altogether deny n yeing Covenant in the following ſenſe, 

2- " ar 
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and fay, Our Lord Jeſus Ghriit has no where appointed in his Word, 
that. there ſhould be a Covenant enti'd into by ſome Perions of a 
Chriltian »ociety, exclukve ot the relt, whereby they being in Cove. 
nant one with another, ſhould thereby call themiclves a Church of 
Chriſt, making the Ordinances of Chriſt, or any of them ro depend - 
on this Covenant, fo that theic who icruple it, or refule to joyn 1» it, 
ſha!} on that acconnt, not enjey them. And rnat thoſe who are thus 
covenanted, or the major pait of thrm, have power © make or un- 
make Officers, toadmir or reje(t Church Members, to mannage'Diſe 
Cipline, to order the effairs of Chriits Houſe in his Name, as if they 
had warrant and commiltion from him ſo to do. Of ſuch a Church 
Covenant neither Moſes, nor Chrift himieif, the Prophets nor the 
Apolties have ipoke any thing. Nore of the Scriptures, Arguments 
or Quotations of our Reverend Author prove any thing of xt, We 
will take leave therefore to call it Mans Covenant, and not Gods, 
for it i:as not Gods Seal affixed to it 3 & thetgh good, wile or learned 
men may endeavour to obtrude it, and pl ad, irs harmleſ*, edifying, 

'or for the Interelt bf Religion, yet according to the atore-quoated 
Rule of the reverend Mr. Willard, weare to rej: it, and hail do ſo, 
till ir comes with a divine Stamp. | 

_ But p«flibly this may be called a Miſr:preſentation. You will ſay, 
Who owns it, or will plead for it in tais Dreſs? We Anſrer, by 
querying, Whether there be not ſeveral that own and plead for the 
things contained init? We wiſh'there wefe a leſs Numer. but to 
evince it, let us take it into the ſeveral parts. Are there none that 

Plead for a ſeperate Covenant, whick ſome (and generally the leiſcr 
part) muſt enter into? and it it be good, and tor good ends, why 
muſt ſ» many be excluded ? 1f it be to reform Manners, if ro maintain 
the Miniftry and Worſhip of God, if to lay ſtriter Bones of Duty, 
if to bring men more eff<&tually ro ſubmic to Diſcipline, why then are 
not the whole brought in? for the whole Congregation are oblig'd to 
dheſe Duties, and why, muſt the Covenant be ſeperate ? 

Again, do not ſome plead, it is requiſit, in order to a Perſons pare 
taking of the Lords Supper? Burt did our Lord Jeſus Chriſt require 
any ſuch thing when he firſt inſtitured that holy Sacrament ? Did the 
Apoſtles when they adminiſtied it? WasSit the term of Communion 


ik the primitive Church ? or where is the Scriptare that comman'!s 
Kg 
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it? and why ſhould Gods holy > 5. Salk be annexed to Mans Cove- 
nant? Again, do nut fome plead, that thoſe who phus covenant, 
have the Power to make and unmake Officers > The Reverend Au- 

thor will not cape here, whoſe Opinion in this matter we ſhall ſee 
. Þercea'ter. And, findly, do not ſome pretend, I bat theſe are the 
Perſons commiſſioned by Chriſt, for the admutting and 1ejeAing of 
.Chu:tch Members! This the Reverend Author d« fends with all his 
Might, under the third Queition, tho', as we ſhed, he conld find 
no Proof, And ſo muchfor the Church Covenant,which isa ſtrauger 
£0 he Scripture, and has no foundation io the Word of God. 


Q. 6. 1: publick, Reauing of the Seryptures, withon! explication or ex- 
: ber tation there-with, part of the Work 414umbent on 4 Atunitter of the 
Goſpel ? | 


The Author does not mean, (as we ſappoſe,) If there be no ex- . 
plicacion or exhortation throughout ti.e whole time of exerciſe. If 
he doth, . he fights with the air, for we know no Sect of 'Men bur 
haye ſome explication, tho' many amoiig us neglect reading. We 
'therefore take his ſenſe ro be this, If no explication follow immedi- 
ar-ly wirhout rhe interpoſition of Prayer, or any other part of 
divine Worſhip. For we conceive that the ordinary preaching the 
Word may very properly be cali*d expoſetion, explication & exi ortation, - 
[and that in every Sermon there is a competent portion of Scriprare 
for one time explicated and applyed. Nor can we imaginr, the Re« * 
verend Author means that every clauſe a Miniſter reads in public 
ſhould be in a formal manner explicated : Methinks it ſhould fati: fie, 
if after one or more Chapters read, ſome ſcle& clauſe, verſe 0 para- 
graph be 1inliſted on and expounded, 5. e. choſen as a Text, and 
preached on. : 

We we obliged to the Anthor, if but for quoring the Text in I'- 
mothy, where it is given bim in charge, as his Miniſterial Work, Ts 
give aticndance to Reading, as well 43 to Dotrine © Exuortation That 
eb. Jens were wort to read the Scriptures jn their Synagogue, {aith the 
Reverend Author, we «f know; avd that it was their Duty toread the 
Scripture at ſome ſet and ſolemn Times, we alſo know; for jo it was 4p- 
poimed, Deut. 31.11, Again, he grants that in J#ftin Aartyre time 
the Seripteres were read, and thereugen jollewed a Sermon, © *G 
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We ſhould have been thankfal! if he had added more Proofs, by 
way of Encoursgeaient (as he could ecafily have done) and thereby 
cenfirmed ſome that are apt to ſtagger... He conld. have told how 
the: Aſſembly: of Dfvines at Meftmmjrer, do order and adviſe to ii :. 
He could bave quoted the many famous Churches thar do praQtife ir 
at this day : Re conld have named ſeveral famous Miniſters in Enge 
Lind, and ſome in New-Ergland, that plead for it, and prattiic it. - 
He could have told of -more. than the Biſhop of Derry that complain 
Ot the reglett of it, and that {to uſe the wo:ds of 2 moſt - eminer:t 
Divine not far from us ) 4s the noft j1/t Reproach ' thad the Chu cues of 
N:w-ingland labor under. . He could have told,-for encour-gentent, 
that it is a clauſe in our publick Conf:flion of Faith in News England, 
chap. 22: which treats of Religious Worſhip, -and- the Sabbach'day, . 
Sc. 5: The reading the Seriptures, Preaching and hearing the Word of 
God, ſinging of Þ [alms, 43 alſo the Admaijtratien of Baptiſm aud the 
Lords Supper,. arc all part: of the Religions Worſhip of God,to be perjor med 
in Obedience to God with Underſtanding, Faith, Keverence and yoaly jcar, 
Finally, He could have told us (had heſearched all our New-&England 
Antiquities on this head) how. in the Preface toour- Ver lion of the 
F/alms, thc reading of David's Pſalms a5 other Seriptures) in Churches, 
is taught to be one end of -them, as well as linging of them, which is 
another-erd; [tr is ridiculous to ſay, thzr read ng, with expolition 1s | 
here meant; for then why wasit nor ſo laid ? 

However, it looks very oddly, that they who net: her read nor ex- 
pru'd, ſhould ralk-fo much, and quote fo many Names, as our 
Author has: done, for -a Practice which they never intended to come 
ap unto. 

We have heard what our Anthor has Gil, and mnck more that -he 
conld hive ſaid to encourage tiis-good praftice : His 1aiſcourage- 
ments follow. | 

And firf, he brands it with a hard uncouth Name, and twice tel!s 
us, that ſcm- call it Dumb Keading. We wiſh he had named thoſe 
that ſo termit. Chere is ſo mich Venom in the Epithite, ard to 
complicated a Malienicy 1n the Phrale, that we fear its infections, . 
and may propagate a Spirit of Pride, & contempt of his Neighbou: s, ,. 
and irreyorence to bis Maker. The Author well thought, 10 odious 


a Mark on the Front, would give all honeſt People a diiguſt to i© 
| yillanows 
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villanous and ſtigmatiz'd a Praftice. But his Policy has failed him, 
for it raiſes a juit indignation in all ſerlible and ingeavous Chriſtians. 
We will for once inform the Reveiend Author, that the Scriptures 
are tiead in Churches audibly and intelligibly. Nor can we gueſs 
what Dumb receding ſhuuid mean, unleſs when men ſleep over Loeir 
Books ; and in charity to tbe Author, we wiſh he had been a flcep 
when this unlucky word drv;t from his Pen, 

We are further-bcholden to the Author for his judgment, that the” 
reading of one (bapter, with a brief <xplication, wii edifie the Con- 
gregation more than the bare. reading of twenty Chapters. but 
this is only his Bugle Opinion, and as it will not weigh againlit the 
daily experience of thouſands of People, who mult judge for them- 
ſelves; ſo neither does it favour of mudetty, to think any one of bis 
Sermons. oc ſhort Comments, caiedihe more thin'the reatiog of 
twenty Chapters We would noc-charge on the Reverend Author 
all we hard conſequences of his own words, or we ſhouid iay, that 
it is audacious ſo vilely co diſparage the Inſpirations of God. Alas !. 


' $ir, the Scripture wants nothing of ours .to mike it Pertect, We 


Li 


have the Confeilions of many who bave come to hear the Word read 
Wi: prejudice, tit God gives it authority from the lips of the Mi- 
niſt:r And we know, that as all Scripture is: given by /n/piration of 
God, ſoit is in it (elf pt ofizable ( withour any hetp or advantzge from 
us) for D-rine, jor Keproof, for CorriAtien, for Inſtruittion in Rig 14-" 
ouſn: j5—10 perfet the Mano? God, the Miniſter as we'l as his People; 
an if it were not lo in it ſelf, 1t could not b< (o by being explained. 
Here It our Confrſſe no; Fans ſpeak for us, chap. i. S &.o, AR 
things in Scripture are n9 «lth: plain in themſelves, nor alike «lar unto 
al, yer thoſe things w i169 are neeeſſary tobe known,. velicved and obſerved 
for Salvation, «re ſo elearly propounded &F opened in ſome pl ce 07 Seripe 
ture or other, t- at nor only tne learnea, but the unlcarred, in a due w/e of 
the ordinary Means, may atrain unte 4 ſufficient underftl anting of them: 
| There is one Arguinent in pag 47, 48. brought by the Reverend 
Anthor agiinſt this Damb Reading, bit ſo pitiÞus a {tu.uble, fo 
miſerabie an inconiequence, that we are loath to name i;, 
fo ilſue rh:s Head, we are more and more c mfirm:d, thar the 
reading Gods Word in the great Congregation, 1s lo far from being 
-offeniive to Gd, that it is the greateſt Reverence and Hononr we 
eng dV it, aud the molt kuitable acknowledgment we can make ro 
| kim, 
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him, whÞ in mercy has given us his Word, and will judge the World 
yie «t the great Day, 
. Qn. 71. Is Baptiſm to be adminiſtred to al Children, whom avy profeſs 
fing Chriitians ſnall engage to ſee caucared in the Cirritian Religion ? 


The Reverend Author, ' according/to his wonted: Bounty, at firſt” 
daſh concedes £0 ns, thac he wil} not opp3le the adoptive right, We. 
then declare our ſelves ſatisfied, and erave noinore; for we do nor 
"conceive that any-man can cng2ge or undertake for the Edvcatioi of 
a Child ja the Chriſtian Religion, unleſs he hss the Authority” of a 
Parent deyolved on him,, for the government of the Child. Ner 
would any conſcientioun Miniſter accept the engagement of one who. 
has no power or ability to perform his Vows. $9 that this engage» 
m-:nt_ neceſſarily implyes the care and authority of a Father, and. 
conſequently there is an #doptive Right to Baptiſm. 

But the Author ſtumbles at the phraſe, prof: fſ:4 Chrift.ens, and. 
ſoems to think that the Queſtion, if carried un the Affirmative, 
would conclude for Papi#s, Sociniens, and the grofleft Hereticks, as 
alſo for the moſt notorious Profligates, and prophane Perfons,; . 
as if it ever entered int2 the heart of a Proteſtant Divine to accept tlie 
Engagement of ſome lewd Debauchce or profeiſed P«pii# to inſtituie 
his Child for the Devil or Popery. Our complaint here is the iame 
that the Reverend Mr. How once. made of his Adverſaries, -Taar ec 
gravely falls a combating with vis own Man of Straw, and /o we arc to 
be tortured in Effizie... But to pacific him, we wou'd info: m him what 
a charitable Man woald'underitand by a profeſſed Criſtian, vie the 
ſam? chat our Catechiſm does, when it i1Mttracts us, That Baptiſm is 
not to be ad miniitred to any tiil #2cy profeſs their Faith 1s Coriit, and 
obedience ro him. We leave our Auvtho: ther fore to fight it out 
with that Reverend Aiſembly, for truly his Argument is fer midadle 
2zainſt them, in as much as Paprſts, Socinians, terenich:, the Prophenc, 

- &c. doall prof:(s their F.uch in Chri, and Obedience ta him. Such 
is the Power of latereſt, Fa&tion, Paſſion ani perſonal Oppoſition, 
that it lids a Mai on a faddain to fight with chofe Truths which ae 


has learaJd and revergaced from his Infancy. 
Qu: 
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-- "On. 8, 1s Baptiſm in 4 private Hoſt, where thive 34 no. Church . 
Aſſembly, allowavie ? | = | 


The Queſtion ſeems to grant, there may hea Church Aſſembly. in” 
a Private Houte (ay weread, Kom, 16. 5- Phil. 2.) to there "may bc 4 
' publick place, and no Aficmbly: | ; 

'We agree with the Reverend Author, that Baptiſm is « partof 
the pubiick Miniftry, nor may it be-2d miniltred by one who 18 nat 
called to the publick Miniftry ; neither ſhould it vſually and orGt» 
,Natily be adminiſtred but iff a full Cor gregation, and in the moſt put- - 
lick manner, nor wouls wedrep a word to dilcourage ſo pious 4 
-PraRice, I | | 
i Yer, let:the Congregation be never ſo great, if the Ad Tiniftrator 
: be not « publick Miniſter, commiflioned by our. Lord Jeſus Chriit, 
it may be called private Baptiſm, ard airogether \unallowable; and 
if the cumber of people be {mal}, and the place otherwiſe JEM, 
yet if the Adminiſtrator be a publick Officer and Miniſter of Carifty 
the Baptiſm may in a ſenſe be called Puvlick, and in fome cales (as 
that of dangerous fcknels) nov only aliqwabic but neceſſary, and a 
duty-- When a Juftice of the Peace as in his Office,though bur fur are 
preient, yer” they are acts of publick Autherity, as cruly as thoſe 
done in tigher Courts, 'and- with greater ſolemaity.  Altho aivong 
us, where Churches are o1derly ſcitled, there is little occation either” 
for private preaching or Baprilin, it being certain the mor« puai-ck 
both are, the more God and his Ortinances are honoured, & tht ge- 
aeral profit of his people canliulred. 

But yet (as was hinted before) thereare ſame caſes of neceſſicy, 
wh-rein irs Ones duty to ſeck 8 more private Baptiſm; the pro- 
vidence'of God not permitting a more publick attendance,' and no 
Miniſter ovght to refuſe their delire. 

As for-inttance, in apparcnt danger of death, it would becru- 
elty to den; ſuch a requeſt, if privacy be the only Objection, We . 
need not luggeft,” that all what we call private Baptiſm there may— 
be a competent number of people preſent; the neigh>ourheod be. 
ing called in, and notice given to ſome of the Brethren of the 
Church. We obſerve a' gonad Medinm herein between the twe danger- 
ous extreams, We avoid all unneceſſary & common Baptizung in pri. 
vatc, for which our —_ in Exglan4 aie ſo very faulty; and we 

; 5 would 
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weuld cerre@ our ewn defetts here at home, in refuſing to Baptife in 
privzte, be the extremity never ſO great, ©1 life never fo hazardous. 
Net that wea'e af all tinged with thecrior of St. Anti, namely, 
a jr lwaſion cf the abſolure neeeflity of Baptiſm to Sabvation ; bug 
we citeein it the moſt. publick owning of God-which the tate of the 
. x<rfon 2dmits ef, or the provicence of God ai Preſeiit allows; and 
It i» good tv be tound In (8: way of bleſſing, andwe may expectihat 
 ©59 wilt bick: his »wo [n{titutions. 
tu, the lan filnets of private Baptiſm, in caſes of: necclity, abun= 
dainty appears from that Ove initance of the Goaler, Abs 16. 33. 
lo «kc our Author an{wers, St. Fail was an cFxtravdinay 
Officer, -- But by his Icave, that is nothing to che purpolc ; tor the: 
ordivary Mirititers of the Gotpel. tuccced: the Apoitics in thoie 
th! g< eh-tareof an erdinary e:d (ſtanding nature in the Church, 3$ 
Ezjtilm it. indeed, his other rcafon is good, that it was difficuit, if 
. No- impoiſivle to g<t a Congregation. of Cillians;z- and therefore 
ncceffiry was put upon the- Apoitle to Bajitize the Goaler and fanuly 
in private; which |lainly hoids forth chus much, that it like Ceſes of 
receffity, as in timcs of pcrtccution, danger of Deeta &6. the{rme 
practice is allowable and*a duty ; wh-rein we have the promile of 
- Chrifts graci-us Preſence with us, aswell a5 when it + aUminiltred 
in 2 larger Cong' eg ation. Mat. 1 8. 20. Her wire two & in cc are- 
gathertd together in my Name, there aw 1 in the midſt of them. 


Q. 9. O'ghr all that contributes towards the maintenance to bave the 
privilcag,e s, voting is tic Elett.on oj a Pa(ter ? 


The Keverand Author in the very fi & lineof higanfwer to this 
neftion, T'irnits in « woſt nrkind inwnuatioi, and not altogether 
ree from Calumny, as if che thr natire could Lot be maintained; 

bur the chi g* of Simovy mitt vx ircurred, / 

We therefore onc: to: al prof:ſ;, thar weabhor #s mich as he- 

prete? I; ro da, the thought that Moncy thould pur Chaſe us Churclt 
priviled7es ; but this is {> wide a Ramble taat ic is not worth while 
to ſay more id It. * we 

All the Amthars arguments under this head infer only that it is the 

Churches priviledzet > cauethzir own Minifter, - And nader bis 4th 
argumenk- he tells us, tak aokbing is wore Evideaty £la That 13 oy 
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Grk Ages of the Church, Paflors were choſen by all and only their 
focks. Which we verily believe, nor could hc. have cxprelled the 
truth in more apt words. For long lice he has taught us, #48 adult 
baptized Perſons are of the Conrek, and Uidcrtably proved: It 1D kts 
T: catiſe annixed 10 the firſt Principtes of New. Exglana, under which 


denomination they claim tae pri viledge of roung in ibs clectipn of a _ 


Minilter. 
| {ndced there $5 0ne AY gurus at þ jt bluſh ſeems pretty plaujible, p.68, 
for th:m who vave no r1git 16 (be Lords Suppir ti-emfet ves, 16 apt ws 
fhall be the Dijpenccy 0; that Ordynance to others, 14 big ly irrational. 
We An/wo,;, The admniitration of the Lords >81j:er 15 but one 
pa: t of a Minitters work, and but @ little part, compared with all 
Ch: reſt. Let us tarn'the ai gument. then, and tay, For iome fewto 


appoint who ſhall be the Preacher 10 the whole Congreg lion, 1s 25. 


kigaly irrational. _ . <OIN 
vupp2le we what is frequent in this Country) thirty.or forty 


Communicants, and it may be two hundred to beadmitted in con- 
venient time; is it not every whit as abſurd, that not one of theſe * 


who are to be cxa.nined, prepared and adinicted to this holy Ordi- 
nence, ſhall have liberty ro chuſe the Perſon whe ſhall do this Work 
for tacm; bur the Perſon mult be altogeiher choſe by others, whom 
he has not this Work ro do for. A hopeful argument that will h<lp 
both hides ! | he - 
The Reverend Author calls it A pri: iledge purchaſed for the Commu. 
picats | Only" by the Blood of Coriit ; bit he gives no proof at all 
bf any ſuch Appuopriatien, and Jeaves us yet in the firm belief, thax 
the Priviledge is purchaſcd ior the whole Flock, who h:d neced ſtwid 
forthe:r own. | | + 
We might here horrew of the Anthor the Maxim he gave vs in 
another cate, Lu0d rangit -omnes weber ab 09: m1bes app/ overs. Itwas 
exploded in the other caſe, but if ke will grve u> cave ro pat in 


&L ;ualuer ( 2404 tangit omnes eqaaiuter, &c.} then wt wouldſuit the 


ealr, and atfard him ſome'conviation. -, & 
The Reverend Author allo gives us another Maxim in pag. $9. with 
this Elogium,* Ther it bas its foundation im Nature and Reaſon, though” 
We are fore it makes ftrongly 2g1ir:ſt him here, namely, That which 
Ppgriasns to all js ner valid, 1/ ſem of all forts have ta; avonjent mity for 
D2 ſome- 
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ſom? places have no Communicants, and there gll grant this Right 
and Priviledge belongs to the whole: if afterwards they come to 
have ſome Communicants, by what Ruleor Reaſsn do they take awa y 
that Priviledge which belonged to ethers before? In ſhore, let our 
Anthor find aye Teyrt that limits or confines it to the Cummunicaurs 
aloge, and then deprive the Majority. 

But liace Scripture fails him, he has another Refug*, viz. the Ay- 
thort:y of the Synuvd, and the Law of the Land, Tux Lalit of theſe 
w< think excepts B8ofton, and of both we need only ſay, that as they 
were dane by men, fo they may be altered and andane by the ſame 
men, when they plcaſe. | :, Þ Zi, 

It is alſo hinted,. / bat thjs may prove fatel tothe Churches, But there 
15 na danger, Truth does no harm ; and we rather think it may be 
retorted on the Author and his Practice. . T here was latcly a grievous 
Complaintm ade by a principal Man of Swarzy, before tome Miniiters 
ard others, I hit the Law which gives the Power to the Communi- 
cants only to call a Miniſter, is like to ruin them and their Poſterity 
forever, by excluding them from an able and orthodox Miniſtry, and 
tht Ordinances; for the: Bopr'ſts raking advantage th:redy, have (eg 
up a gifted Brother, and ſpoil the place of the puvlick Miniftry, 


Qu. 16. 1 it expedient that C:urches fuould enter into a Conſuciation 
er Agreement that matters of more then ordinary Foiportance, ſuch aq the 
atbering 4 new Church, the Ordination, Depoſition, or Tranſlation of 4 
Paſtor, be done with common conſent ! : 


* TheReverznd Author anſwers, That it is bot) expedient and neceſ-. 
fery ;, though he hail anſwered as well, had he ſaid, /t js alrog ther 
coaleſs. ur left we be miſ-underſt 500 in this matrerglet the Reader 
carcfolly obſerve, We do not m2an that the Communion, or Fellow-. 
ſhip, or Prayer, or Aiiſtance, or i2uties that the Church or People. 
cf God owe to one another, are needlcſs., But for particular 
Churches, that are parts, and reſult from the Carholick, and are, 

united tothe Heal, and in Corenant with him, and bound to per- 
form all Duties b> th to the Head & roall the Members reſpeQively ;, 
Ex fack'to talk of entering into an agreement on this account, ſeems 


very idle and needleſs. To iauſtrate the matter z If a aha, ary 
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bound himſelf to a Maſter, he need not go to: make new Covenants. 
to carry it dutifully to the Miſtreſs, lovingly to the Children, faith- 
fully ro the fellow >eryaits, this being ail Contained in the Maſters | 
Govenant. So, if a Perfoa marry a Husbind, {be has nd need to 
make a new Covenant with his Father, that he ſhall be ber Fathzr, or 
that his Brothers, Siiters or othcr Relations ſhail bzcome hers, this 
b-ing ail wnplyed in the Mniiig: Covenant: The reſpeCtive Dutics 
mait »e perform-:d, but there 13 nd hed of new agreements or Cove- 
nants te be ent-red into Mr. 84r794g63, as quored by the Reverend 
Auih-r, cxprell.s this weil, 1-ey are bound, in Gonſciince to grue an 
account of rae wayes ro Churches abo4t them, or to any other who ſhall. 
requr5 it; 49d #415 not 1nan A bitra-y way, but as'4 Duty they owe t0 
God and Man, The united ts: cthreir in London ſpeak yet more fully 
in the Chapter of Commanioz o, Caureves, &, 1. We agree that parth- 
C.ilar Conrcues ong t not to walk ſo dift1:tt and ſeperate from each ether, 
as - Ot to have care and tendcTne(: to one arotier, Bur ther Paſtors oug it 
16 awe jrequent Adectings together, tht by mutual advice, ſupport, en- 
c0u7 agement 4rd brot »erly intercourſe, rney may #trengtven the kearts and 
haxds 07 Ccac2 ot er in the Ways of te Lord, We may .add here the 
whole Chapter of occalioual Meeciugs of Miniſters, and lo diſmiſs 
this Queſtion. ; 


Qu. 11. Aday the Brethren jn Churches, and not the Paiters only, be 
ſemt unto, and have their Voice in Eeclefinſtical Councils? | 


It i3 to be obſ.rved, thar by this means the Brethren in a Synad 
will ſurpaſs the E'\ders in Nymbers and by a Cabal may eakly out vote 
them. Wherctore we can never believe that our Lord }:ſus Chrift 
h+s left every private Brother an equal Vote with any of his Officers, 
in rating 0” minnaging his Church. - Ig will be granted that the ad+ 
yantage bs »f tiie Elders ide, as to Learning, Prudence, Parts, Piety, © 
Z-al an4 D-votion, at leaſt, taking rhe whele Synod' together ; yet 
that men of mean Parts, no. E4ucation, nor under the awe of an 
Office that obliges to the care of Souls peculiarly, ſhould be cqualied 
tore former in all Deciſions, tho' not Debates, whereof they a;e 
uacapabl*, is. very unacc2nmable. Indeed, bad our Lord. in bis 
Word p- fvely required this, 'we might expe that his Spirit of 

| | | Ccu.:{cl 
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Counſel woul# more abundantly. relide on the weaker Veſſels; but. 
otherwiſe, to fill a Courcil from the Plough, and the Stall, is a 
tempting EM iſ; and betraying the Church. Neither arc wes 1gno- 
rant-what Too: they arc in the hands of any one deligning Man of 
a Reverend ard \uguft Name, let his Opinion. be what they wii! ; 
thele are Blzgots, and the Man is himſelf a Synod. We confcis 
luck a Man wovld be tempted to ftand up tor the Brethrens Autho- , 
rity, which 1 his own fupport, and the mean while the Chuich is 
like to be wceli govern'd. : 

But what is a furtttr Ountrage to the ſacred Office, the Author will 
not ict Miniſters fit a3 Officers of Chriſt, or .as Perſons autt orized 
by him ; for etius he expretfes himicif, pag. 86. 7rs nor rherr Office, bt 
the Chureres Diligation, that givetn Power 16 the Members of Synod), 
the ſpecificating 44 11 wics Synod all Power,” and ſo tre rigit oj 4 
eeciſive Vote 4s founded, j1t'e Churches Dilegitiom. ' And to-prove 
this, he inltancetk 11 the firſt Synad that ever ſate, asve terins that 
Mts 15. a Copy and Sainplar left ro all fuccceding Generations. But 
how Comical is this? as if coat was ſo conſtituted, or its Members 
delegated by particular Churches. Or, how long had this inſpired 
Synod fat betore that caſe was brovght before them? or were they 
ſummoned upon this ſingle occaton? Truly the Author begs the 
whole, and proves n»thing of .it. 

Indeed, the Reverend Auihor tells us in the ſame page, Tear of 
theſe Deleg ates from the Clarches, the Elders 01g 91 19 ve the principal, av 
principally concerred, A mighty grace inced.; yet even this-canrot 
b: zijowed, and ke confiitent with himſelf; for in the next page he 
tells us, There are: /ome Brethren in the Clurches, whoſe Giits and 
Abilitici are beyond their Paitors, and ſome again are more Noble and 
Honourable. Now if they are alike delegated, and thoſe can att no 
more in the Name of Chriſt than th: other, pray why ſhould they 
be the principal? Why may nat a vrother of «qual Authority a[fume 
and arrogate thefirſt place to himfelf, which if kt chance to do, we 
leave the Author to be catechiz.d by him, and £0 do Pennance pati4 
ently by his own Principles. 


Qu.* 12. Doth vhe Efſence of p Miniſters Call confift in bis being © 
a rt anad-atd.al ra ERR 
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Qu. 1g: May « Minbe ordained a Paſtor, except to 4 particular 
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Ginrcn, end in ive prejeice of tnat Church ? 


We joyn theſe two together, partly becinſe they are of near 
afficiity, and partly b<cauſe ſome things the Reverend Author aflerts 
yade: one of chcin;. may indifferently be ref<rred to the other. Our 
'Ehicf Exceptions may be reduced 20 theſe five. ; 

if. LhaC he atferes, Phe effence of: a Miniſters Call conſis. 
in a mucus! ckftion berween him and bis Pcople, pag gr. If we 
n1deritand the \tithor,” he means, that a perſon caandr be a Miniſter 
without ais mutyai EicQtion, aid that. with it he may, and is. He 
had j1it before av ed, that tome think the eſſence of the Miniſtry to 
tic in Or414:4.0n, orheis, tn its veing done by a Biſhop,  #v3ch laſt 
MNo'tow cus off (talth' bc) r:jt of the Miniſters in France, Switzerland, 
Deiimark, tdotiand, Scotland, &c."* But, To retortyour words, Str, 
we ihini that your affertion cuts off more both for Number and for 
Eminence, 1c curs off the Prophets, the Apoltles and Evangeliits ! 
[: cuts off all che Biſhops that are and have been. . And though theſe 
in general, may lig1ifie 1i.xle with our Reverend Aathor, yct lone 
of 'them he mentions as | oe and evinent Lights, He cuts off 
Thouſ:nds' of #:eſbyeers, famons Miniſters, who apprebending the 
Effence of their Miltcrial Call to lie in their being ordained and 
fent of God, do whoity wave this matuil Eleftion, as a little thing. 

Tae Sciptare f,,caks ery bighly and honourably of the Miniſterial 
Calrng, -i hey arecaiied M:niiters of God, of Chriſt, of the New 
Tettament, of the (30f, xi; Mhnilters inihe' Lord, Ambaſſalors for” 
Chriit z Angcl$, Lights, Stewards of the Myliterics of God, ©e. 
Aii whit.u thews, chat rot only the ©lltnce, bur the Excellency of the 
Ki iftry c\N'iſts in th: ir Relation to God and oor Lord Jeſus Chi ift 
and to that (Eperare and ſacied Votk that the holy Ghoſt hes called 
" thema unto, At 3 2. Bar whar <criptore intimetes to us, . That 
th-ir Elſer.ce or E minency lics inthcir Relation -to this or that par- 
ticular P-ople? The Projhets of old never” pleaded their Ele&ion 
by M in, Þwt that they were called, tent, ordained andcommiſſioned 
by God. | : 

; The Authors chief Argument here is a Suppoſition of Shipwrack 
| vpon 


:- 
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upon ſcme defelate Hfland: ad te eaſily grant, that one of the., 
Company bcing eleAcd,: may become a Minſter of God unto them, 
but it is more from the Provicence, und Call. of God,--thaa their 
Eleion. 1ts Gud muſt furniſh Bp ith Mira 61:6 Gifts Its. God 
muſt incline him ro-undertake it: 1ts God that. ſtirs: uptbe. People ta 
receive and entertain him as a Minilter :., God gives luccefs ro his 
Miniſtry, &s. Bur bekdes this, It. is &© be corlidered, that Gad 
does not te himielf- ro thoſe means which be, has-tyed us-unto in 
ordinary caſes ; according to that uſual ſaying, Js divinum prſitiuvnm 
cedit juri dirvwmo Naturals. The caſe is. whoily extraqidinary, , and 
God that makes the N<ceſſity . will alſo. diſpence, with our unavoide 
able Complyance.  _ _ ES 3 ; 
' Were our Author in the right, the ſinful Will. of Man,  whereen 
the Eicdion does depend, might fruitrate the woole Miniſtry that 
Chriſt has inſtituced. Bur, alas! whether men will hear, 0! whee 
ther they will forbcar, our Lord will ſend his Miniſters z and whe 
ther Men will call them or no, they ſhall be forced 20 conteſs, Ferry, 
. we nad Prophets among us, Ezck. 33-33. - 
We wonder alſo, that tbey wao inſiſt upon it, That-it is Chriſts 
peculiar Prerogative to ſtate his own Worſhip, ſhould {j-0il him of 
another part of it, to make his own. Officers. It the Pcople may 
do one, why not theother? And it increaſes our Wonder, that the 
Reverend Author ſhould revive this Aſſcrrion: at this tine of day, 
Forty lix years after it has been fo learnedly and fo fully refored in 
Tus Divinum Mumiterij Evargili-s, publiſhed by the Provincial AF ' 
' ſembly of Lender, chap. g., without taking Notice of their Aniwers 
and Arguments. | 


24ly. We ſhall p5fs by ſeveral things in theſe Chapters, which in 
a ſevere Diſquifition, we might juttly. except againſt. Our ſecond 
Charge is, That be makes impoſition of bands a little unneeefſary Cere. 
mory. Though we can diſtinguiſh berween Ordination and Impoſi= 
tion of Hands, and approve what the afore-mentiones Aſſembly ſay 
pag- 187. We muſt difhinguiſh between the Subſtance, Efſince an 
formal Alb of Ordination, and the Rite uſed therein, The Efſeitial AF 
of Ordination i: the eonffitnting or appointing 4 man to be 4 Minifter, or 
the [ending him with Power aud Authority 10 preach the Goſpel, The 
# 
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Bite ir Tmpofition of bands, Yer LF ſee 19 reafon why this Rite; 
being of divine Inſtitution, 1 Zim: 5.22. uſed by the Apoſtles, the 
changes Church, and generally fince 4hc Reformation, ſhould now 
rundown as ſo triffing « Cerenony _ We know the Reyerend 
Author ceuld have quoied a whole Leaf of famons Authors, who 
© Cpeak highly for it. If the Provincial Ailemnbly at Lender diſpleaſe 
' kim, the New - E:glend Plar-fora may fatisfe him, Thet Church 
Officers are net only to be 630/cn by thi Church, bt alio ordained by lmps- 
Ftion of hands, 41d Prayer ;, ei the Anſwer t£ the 32 Qucitions, that 
fays expreſl;, Ordination is neceſſary by divine Initjturion, Bai, is The 
Author indeed diſquirted ut the 1mpotition of hands, becaule but a 
* Ceremony? it. is but looking back to pig 80. and we ſhall ſee he 
as "magnifies 2nd contends for_av incer a Ritcy to be fare, /c3h 
She right-hand of fellowſhip. | 
The R:yerend Author not only ſpeaks meanly of the laying on 
of hands of the Presbytery, but %* tov mach countenances the 
_Impobrion of hands by Brethren,” or Perſons oat of Office." His. 
Text of Scripture, Namb, 8, y, 10. relpeting the Children of 
Fr act x putting their F ands on the Levizes, is fo tail, and panAtually 
anſwered, by the Provincial 2iſembly of Loudon, pag. 188. that we 
'rewit the Reader thirher, for #e love ot to tranieribe. In the 
New Tcltament he owns there is ns inſtavce of Perſons our of Qthce 
Impoling bands. And notwithitandj' g all his iy{tances, theApeolties 
effcrijon ſtuns guol, Heb. 7.4, aw onto 2) coprradiction, ihe 
" Icfs is witſed of the greater. | *Y | 
*  Th- Authors next Eſſay is, to remove the weighty ObjeRidn, The# 
wore can give war vimſelf bath uot, And this hc does by lome Simie 
licudes. To tronch upon one, pag. 99. A iVomgn (faith he) by giving 
ber jel in Marriage, Cauſeth the Adan, te w:0m ſhe giveth bur # 10 
| have the power of a Hichand , bit no man will be jo abjard » to ſay, that 
8 Woman har jo mally the power of PY trafb «rd. n 
A poor Return indesd, ro fo weighty an ObjeRtion! An ynmar* 
'xi-d Woman has power over her ſelf, to role and govern her-{clf 
' ard ber Actions, as fally 8s. the Husbano has, when ſhe-is warried: 
- Though a particular Church, without an» Officer, has not" power | 0@ 
| oF reach, govern themſelves, and admivitter Ordinances.* Hire 
Yo plain Piperity Moreover, is gr oll, aviacy bo afbrms _ 
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mark npon th ſe rwo Chapters. 
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the Wife gives the Power440 the HusbanE, Indeed, fhe gives her 
felf, but it is the [ni{ticution and Command of. God, that gires the 

Power; and ceuld we ſuppoſe that: to be laid afide, they would 
de equal. To be fure, it Women ence get this Notzon by the end, 
thac ibey give the Power to tneir Husbands, we ſhould ſoon have 
them indeating, .limitiog and reſerving in part to themlſcl jes, b, o 
Marriage Cantiact, as weil their Power are Authority, as their 
Eitatcs- , | 4 

aly: The Anthor afferts, That no man onght to be ordained s 

P3tor, excep: ukco a particular Charch, pay. 101. Which kind of 
Dot: ie gath indec ſtarcle us, bocaute it aumieſts the Reve; end - 
Aatber toe very u-[able in his Judgment. IT 1s cred1ily reporied, , 
T hat at 3 general Conrention of Miniiters at Bofton, Hay 26. 1698, 
(30d there are £n0ugi yet living, wio kn-w Toe truth of it, ts 
whom we appeal) ihis {ueſtion was diiculled, HWrerber 4 Alnifter 
wig ot bc ordeincs, trough be dad, « yet, mo particular Churcn, tn ordey 
10.ts: Adminsftration of Bayt, and the gecnering IF ferthing a Courcy ? 
TT his, as we arc told, kad a more peculiar reference to Mx.. Clay's 
Ration at Avede-Iland, and it was voted and carried in the. Aﬀirma-' 
tive; 2nd what ix yer ttranger, was lead on and put to the Vortg. by 
whe Author himſelf, he heing the Moderator of the Aſſembly. - Upon 


'This canclaſiion Mr. W::/14n5 was ordained in the Coliledge Hall, in 


erder to hie Voyzge to Bubed:es. Now 56 6 weni1erfnl 10-5, how 
the contrary t9 that Wmcn was a ruth. Ly years 289% hould obciia 


' now... Poſlibly the Revercnd Authur?. modeity won tluffer him go - 


4bink the Ballence equal, or we w>ol4 pur th: late Vate of Aday, g8, 
in che Scale agaiait the Council of Calcedon, p 105. 

yly, We crave the R-2ders patience, and will offcr but one Res 

In pig. 102. its laid; f<ffor and 

Flock are Relates, and theretore one cannys be without the tvtr, It as 

contrary ts the Rul:s of Reaſon ( as Lojicians know) 1148 the Relgre fhould 

be without irs Correlate, To ſay, toat 4 werdeFng Levice, wes bes ns 


"Flock, 414 Paftor, iu 44 go04 (ence av to ſay, tt ve who 548 mo Children 
*# 4 Fatinr, andthe Ain wio 165300 Wie, 4 Huſbind. 


| Thisis worn (hced-bare, and anſwered loug «$9 ey 


— 
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at Londen, and others, ad ſomcitiaies by the Author himſelf. &6 
| Mirtiiter may be conlidcred goder a double Notion, as a Miniſter of 


'F - Cauritt, or of <his or that particular Church. In this latte ſence 
”* .. Cuey are Relate & Correlate, and no echerwiſe. Heiice, if he leaves 


- Cher, k= ccaſcs £9 be their Minifter, and they ceaſe to be bis Fleck z 
- bur itiil-be my be a Miniiter of Chriſt, and they a Church of Chrilt. 
And thus in cot ligtl: 50k that is entituled; Tee gudgmrent of ſexcrel 
Dr vince 8; thee Congregational way, Concerning a Paſtors Power occae 
Gonalily-to cxere Miuiiterial acts in another Church, beiides that 
wh ch is his particular. Fleck; the Reverend Auther exprefſſcs hime 
ſelf +frer this manner, pag. 1. { »c Aralt. 114 Power which « Paltev 
$4: recerved from the Lord Fejus Chrift, mw not ſo wo:foncd ro nm parikcul ev 
Flock, 41 that be fhall craſc 10 is. « Minifhey wien te ſball att 11the 
N mc of the Lord ciſe. where. Ang a lictle af'er, 1 am, as 10 this pare 
85cler, [ally of we ſame judgment m:th tc learred Dr. J. Owen in i® 
fudicions treatſe cancernng « Goſpel Courch, Pg. 1<0,101, wheres 
he has theſe words,- Mltheug's Wc 449 #0 Career nmces fn Fes Sg rnene of 
an indelible Che: ater accompanying. /acred Orders, yur we do not i 
tbe Paſto, al Office 5s ſuch « thing 4s 4 man mi ft leave beoind bon my 
- 81570 be ge's jrom beme;, for wy ewnpart, 6: 1 did wat. think my ſelf 
bound tv preach 45 @ Minifter antherized, i> all places, and on all occaſions 
when / am calcd thercunts, I think 1 ſhoald never peach more. iu 1:48 
World Thus. Oven. 
We ſee then, that our Reverend Author and the famons Dr. 0:89 
Plainly hold, that though there be a Relation is 2 particular flock, 
ec a Minitter is ſo anthrome i by jeſts Chriſt, riat be is capaNlc in 
is Name to perform M wiiterial Acts in other places, and upon all _ 
occalions. And were not qur Author fincerely of this Opinion, we. 
£annet but think he would highly condemn iny Minitter that ſhould 
be abſcat from his Flock four years together, upon any ſervice what» 
foever. vure, if he te no way capaille to alt 2s a Miniſter of Jeſus 
cnn ke is ail that while but as a ſtray Bird, idly wandering from 
irs Ncit. 
Yer at this time, eur Author would bear the World in hand, that 
A Minilt:r has no power to a&& a+ ſuch, but ito his particular Flock q | 
and therefore quort..s the words of tne Plat- form, chap. 9. (et. 7. He 
(wv is clearly looſed jrom js Office Relation 18 that Charts wrercof be m4. 
| K 3 5 OY ; ; SI IÞ 
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s Mini; can be looked u as an Officer, nor perform any att of Offfue - 
in avy other Church, arleſs be be again caled mats Office. Bur amore 
eminent Aſſembly of Uivines at Lundon, have quutcd this very Para. 
graph, pag 145. and. fevercly, but Juttly atilwered it as a great abe 
furdity, and cont: ary to ſound Doctrine. | 
Che anſyer to the other part of the' Queſtion, Whether # Adjniſt ev 

ſponld be ordained only in the preſence of that Cuaurch where ne 14 16;erve 3 
Will 1eſult from whet has been already laid down.. 

The preſence of. Ch. iſt muſt be ſappoſed, when ever a perſan is 
ſeperated to- his Muiiitry 5 but: ſeeing our Lord Commiſſions noxze 
im ncdiatcly, ſuch mutt be preſent as hays Power-tomumho inc, Come 
miſſion and give the charge in his Name. When erer a Cail is given, 
receives and aecepycd, whether it be by Words, Mciſage or letter, 
both Miniſter. and People are conceived, as preſent face ro face.. Bug 
the Circumſtunces of Times, Places, Fcrioss, Diltzncs,. Fe. muſt 
determine this matter 3 which- as they may fa!) on, may tomerimes 
rerder it both progeut, regular and netellar,, (& tacn its the Voice 
of Providence). for a Miugcr- to be Ordained 48 ene Land, and ie: 


Eryc in another, 


" Q. 14. It the Praffice of the Churches of New-Enpland bu granting. 
Lenters of Diſmiſſion or Recommendation from ©14 Cuarch ts anvrner, afe- 
087 ding bo Serifiure, and the Exampic of etoer CuurenerT. 


The Reverend Anthar refers 1a many Ccriptures to prove the Af- 
fi: mative, but not one of them reaches the Queition, or proves 6: 
diſmiilion for this end, /ci/ ro take « peiſen oft from bing a Meme 
ber of ane Church,no be mace a Vicmber of atothicr, The Epitics 
er Letters herefers to are all Apoit aiical or Minitterial ; not the Lets 
ters of one Church to another, (ome only exccpted, which is mecn=- 
Lioicd as wiitby the Brethren ; bet Apole, on whole behalf they. 
wrote, was not a yi-mber of their Church ; nor do they write te 
thoſe in Ach4is to receive himas a Member, , but 1ath*c.av a Miniſter 
or as a Chriſtian of cminence and lingular goodneſs. 

Inde.d there may he a g»od wie of Letters of Recommendation, 
and eſpeciaily among ſtrargers And where a Meabcr removes fr -m 
ns Church 40 anoiher, a Wangal fatisfactiop may by laboured — | 


% 
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But We cannot but think ſuch Leaers frivitons, when in the finee 


Town, and at two ltreets dlitance, a Perion £nown over ail the own 


for an cxemplary Converſation, prefers ano: bers Miniſtry, Civ ilicy 
will conſtrain. fuck perſons io acquaint ren Miniitcrs of their pure 
poſes, and the lame © hiiftian Civility obiiges ſach a Miniſter to ac- 
quarit The other Palitor af gecd be) to- whoſe Miniitry they repair, 
that they have carried themictves well in his Communion, and that 
he ropes they may prove bleilirgs in all Other, $58 
But us for the &rethren,, We. need not go to them, to make a 
ſecond Speecay' now to ak leave tomith-uraw, and to render an ac 
count ts every impertinent Talker who tiiinks the man Married co 
hin, and char his bed is broke iuto, or toat there's nv julit reaſon for 
a divorce. T4 | 
Mereovrer, ſome pevple are forever diffatisfied ; neither con 
veniencies of Mabitetion, liking tne others Miniltry, profiting 
ueder'it, or vUillike of ſome Cuitows and PraQices which he won 
wijiingiy be rid' of the ught of, can ſarsfy. And what matt the 
grieved perſon do turther in” this caſe? Why, trely he hasdone tis 
tt y, and may hear and communicate, where God and his own ſobes 
Co:iſcince Eireaghim, No. ought any Miniſter of: Chriſt, torcje 
his: claim 40 the Lords Table with him. | bog 
Io lay no more, our Reverend Author having in a former Treaziſe 
Prov-0 that perians baptizcd are thereby ſuvjetts of Diſcipline, We 
#hi''k they all ought to be accoumadle to the bociety where they are; 
there petſons b ing. diſmitſed by the Providence of God, whether 
they have Ictiers of difmifſion or not. Elie by their principles, an 
ordained Minilter in Coden, formerly of Communioo with « Church: 
in Boften, b-ing called to Office in « particular Church, and having: 
accepted the Paitoral Care th-reof, muſt firſt ſend aver a Pacquet to 
Ncw-England for a Letter of diimiſſion, -And don't you-think be 
would- be well imployed? | | 


Qu. 15 [5 not the aff rting that 4 Pater may alninifter the Sacra 
Mew '0 awntver Conrch bifides bois own perticaler Church, at tre a fire - 
#/ that other Church, a declenſion from the fir ff prinsiples of New-England, 
gud of ths Co g1 cx abional way ? - 


The 


5 had 


Che Reverend Aothor Anfwers, No, notat all, Had the Queſtion 
been, wiecher this bra decienion hom the Truths we had fury 
jopyncd with kim in the Anſwer, It bing tree iVoetrine, that a Mis 
piiter wpon defire, may as well Minijiter © anvther Church, as to iis 
ewnt doth bring Charch-<s of Chriit, and he 4 Miniiter of Chit, 
dhcre being but ore Fauth, orc body, one Bapri/m, ; = 
But had we been of the Athors Principles, which be pleads for in 
'this Book, we muſt hayc anſwered, that k is 2 great Apoitacy aid 
Declenagen, And when the Reverend Author firit put out 51s in the 
Fear 16 gy. ſome of the old men arid women did expreſs themictvey 
fcer this Rate — Tat it was net thus from the begining, and $::41 he 
bed pul'a juch 4 Pin out of the good old way, 4: wonls tn @ litile wiile 
| Brine the whole! abrick, to the gromnd. Noi #45 this complaint withoug 
reaſon, for if particular Charches are ſpecifically djftin-:, if Paſtae 
wnd Flock are Relate &#::\ Correlacte, that give bring to one anothery 
*s Hosband and Wife; if cheelſencc of a Miniſters Call lic in 2 mat al 
Election b-twcen the Cha:ch and him; then we can by no means 
aljow the Authors allertion, - [vat « Paſtor may admimfier, Fs "I 
in v4is 18 plead, 1 vere may be 4: well communien of Officers, as of Memny 
bers; for theſe Principles with not allow ſo much 2 » Mcmire of ene 
Church ro communicate in another. Hence the acuic Mr. Hooker ( 4g 
the Author tiles him) conld never get over that Crfficulty, but rocky 
pon it as unwarraitable for private Members to communicate 10 &. 
nother { hurchk. Ncither can Dr, Owen or Dr. Geeswin (whom he ttilas 
il ars among the Congregational) though chey twiſt aud ſqueze aud 
rain hard, meintain tis 1 re:b on theſe Principles, nor ſatisfy a ra 
dil mind about it. Tho” they plead they arerrankent Mcabers for 
har tiene, yet"'this no moreexcules it; than ifan Anvitrets ro bide hoe 
tame and foily, fhonld excuſe it by ſaying -——Syc made the Alan vo 
Muthand jor that thry and"at}.. For if werun it te the narrow, tg 
Adminiſtrator mult deliver the Sacrament as an Officer, .or nog 
there # no Adcdium: If as an Officer, then he b:s Power from 
Chrif, « ſuch, 10 adminiſter the Sacrament where he is occofionally 
called. And (ken lown ge the Authors Principles at once, of -the 
Churches being ſpecifically diſtio&, of the Eſſence of the Miniſterial 
Call lying in tie mutnal Election of Miniſter and People, of Palitor 
am! Fiock bci.:g Relate and Correlate, ſo as to gire being $0 cack 
: | oing 
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. ®ther, us fuck; or elſe on the other kand, is. muſt be ſaid, That 3 
Minilter, when be adminiſters to anSther Flock, acts not ns an Officer, 
but 9s ® pr te Man ; and this lays all in common, and delſtreys the 
Miniſterial Power at once. And £0 attempt to reconcile it ith our. 
New-Englaxd Platform, will be bat (as Mr. Hooker has the expreſlien) 

to make the lat. jorm te ſpeak Daggers aud Contrad:jons, Neither 

ean it. be pretended, that the geuerality of the Miniſters in News 

England were of that mind in the beginning. In the anſwer of the 

Elders of faveral Churches ia A. England, unto the Nine Pohtions, 

it-is {aid, Pofition'8, If you mean by « Minifterial Alt, ſuch an 

of - Authority and Power in di/penſing Gods Ordinances, 45 a Adiniffer does 
perform tothe Church whereunts we 15 called tg be a Miniſter, then we deny 
that he can perjores any Mirifterial All to any ather Church but his.cwn 

bee auſe bis Office extend: no jartter tian bis Call, And now we appe 
to the Reaver, if the Reverend Autbor muſt not eirher Renounce 


i 


4 thcſe his darling Principics, or 9awn himſelf guilty of that Declenſion 
C | from che firſt Principles of New- England, abich in another he would 
Cl] A\polſtacy-* -— "> R 


And, iadecd,. we know well enongh,. that a few years ag0,. 6 
yoang man could have eſcaped that odious Brand, that durſt have 
printed ſuch a Principle. tut ail is well that we do our-ſclves, 

of : every other Congregations Tenet had been laudably rejected, 
7 bad ſome men the doing of. it. Let another preſame, heisa Jocke 
fliatr, an Apeirare, fd, Kajb, Conterptueus, and - De/priſer. 8). #is - 
Fathers.  T he ſame th'ag, (to ailyde 20 the authoremorda pore 1.) 

in one man, is a nezcit. inoffenſiyue Diſſent in another, a . daring 
Goutradition to Synods, | ; | 


Qu- 16, 1: it a Daty for Chrifiaus In their Prayers, to maks uſe of the 
06rd: of that which is commonly caked the Lords Prayer? 


e 


.» Though the Anthors anſwer hereto be very large, yet we ſhal 

very little tojr, or agaiaſt it. He yeilds and allows, it may be la 

fly uſed, as well as other Pravers and Paſſages in Scripture, inour - 
Addreiſes-to Heaven: That it has been.uſed in -otient Times, he 
docs not deny 3 and we know that it. is moſt frequancly uſed by the 


moſk famoug Divines is theſe days. pd he gives 1520 lnfance 


I. fay 
law- 


*s " 


Rp : | . ( IL ) | L We 
'Mr. Fey. Burroughs, which we chank him for, having never heard it 
befors.. That it has beer abaied to Superſtition, 'and ihe 1 ryabof 
Witch-craft, we aiko kuow ; bur the abuſe of @ thing does\not take 
away the proper lawſul Uſe of it; n>ris it fit ſo fer to Eratifie thoſe 
that made jt a Charm, as for ch t reaſon to refrain to ule it. 

But verily the Author w-uid have us mare ſuperſtitions than we 
are willing to de; for he quarrels a the varying buc of one word | 
or clauſc in this excellent form of Prayer: If initead of Debris or Suns b 
we ſay Trejpaſſes, it is fearful Crime, Fer why? ſays the Author, I 
Is ſmells rank of the Livergy, its learn'd o0ue of 1:4 Common - Prayer 
Meck. He might ive ſaid rathgr, That we learn firſt 40 read ut fo 

in our Harn-Books, and are miſ-tanght from our Infaicy. But iruly, 
we 2ccount this diff. rence of Tranſlation a petty thing. | Ard if in- | 
Read of Helowed, the Author would ſay £erf#jficd ; and inſtead of EE 
daily Breed, he wonld chuſe to ſay convenicer: Feed, we ſhould nok 1 
- Gill for} on kim. | | 1 
No, fays the Author, pag. 123. why then you give up the Cauſe. ln | 


'Eruth, then the Anchor has no adverſary in the world, where the 

Lords Prayer is uſed in any Language beſide the Greck;, for who 

binde biwfelf to a Tranflation, as te an Original? but che Author's 

meaning is apparent, ke would inlinuate into the keedleſs Reader, 
: That whoever uſeth the Lords' Prayer, aghe not to vary one word 
from the words Chriſt gave it ins 2an'! rraly, then they mult, like 
"Barbarian: ro the People, tone it inthe Original Greek, 
. Wo would offer here one Query more. Does the Author mean, in 
"ating this Queſtion, te enquire whetver it bc an indiſperſible Duty 
$0 uſe the words of the Lords Prayer it afl our Addreſſes to God, fo 
Shat ns ofren as we how our Knees in Prayer, we ſhould think it neceſe 
ſary to repeat this Form? Here again he wauid kave no Adverſary 
wander Heaven Yer the Queſtion may be Rtrained to all this, and he 

has taken no care to bourd it. | 

' But to detain the Reader no foanger, "tis enough and enongh thats 

the Reverend Author jait:fies it as lawful; for then doubtleſs it may 

be ſometimes proper :, for that would be a ſtrange thing indeed, that 
Is always lawful, and never (in no Circumſtances, not in thet of ' Mr. 
bros, kimſclf / can be preper. But fince is hawful, "il tor 
'quce give my ſence when it is proper, /#j/, When Prople have _ 
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I long taught and made te believe, "char the Uſe of it is Superſtitions, 
4 T's place a great part of theirReligion in thediſlike of it 3 _ To think 
J this a. jrincipal ground of Noo-conformity, and: a diltinguiſhing 
Buige of. a Dilſcnter; or, that it is tav' vain # Formality to: camport 
with the Spirit of Devetion. Then, if ever, it is high time to Cor- 
re(t ich 2 Prejudice, and to ſhow the People it, may be uſed without 
SyperRition, and that neither. the Spirit of Religion, nor yet the 
Arguments for Epiſcopecy, Freſbyteriani/m nor Jndependency are any 
ways concerned in this affair. - _ 
Here we would crave the Readers patience for one Quotation, and 
| the rather inaſmuch as the N; me Cf Mr, Philip Henry way be of more 
Authority with the Reverend Author, than many #1 guments, when 
| barely offered by-us. Ir is 141d i the g7th page of Mr &-vry's Lite, 
> ©® Tat he lovked upon the Lirds Prayer to be not only a Diredtery or 
<« Patrern for Prayer,- but - (aecording to the advice of the Afſ-wbly of 
& D;viee:) proper to be uſed as a Form. He thought it was as Error. 
| & >» the e:eand to lay ſ muck ftreG vpn it, as ſome do, who think 
li _ % no folcemn Y ayer 2ccepred,* nor 20 ſoleam adminiitration'st 'Wor= / 
1 * fa: p Compleat without it ;- and he thought it an Error on the other 
i « zand not to nic it at ail, lince It is # Prayer, a comperdious com-- 
& »>rehenfive Prayer, , aod may be of Ie to us, at leaft, as oiner + - 
& cripeure Prayers; but he theught it a' much greater Errer t& be” 
| Gayg'y at thoſe who do «je 1, 'T& judge and cenſure them, and for no._, 
© gther reaſon t'? colicerve Frejudices sgainſt them und their Mimitry; 
* A great (trait (faith ke) poor Miniſters zre in, when ſame will 
«qo. hear them, if they do not uſe the Lords Prayer, and others 
| © ill no- hear them it they do! What is te be done in'this cale $: 


« We roſt walk according te the light we Eavq, and approve our 
ſets to God, cither in-uling or aor uſing it, 274 wair for the day - 
& hen God will mend the matter, which | :0/2 be wilt do in bis” 
© G54 due time. — — Thus ſpake the holy and heavenly Mr Her, 
| and with in the late Reverend Dr. Bates, who writes the D<dicetion | 
of bis Life, and as h\ h4tb fully expreſſed our ſenſe in this matter, fo © - 
we onld wait and pray w th biin, jor the Happy Day. 942 
Wel, bir sf the caſe be ſo circumſtanced, ſays the Auther, P28. 135. 
that it canot be done withour Offence,” # is rather 4 Duty, a4 wil be 
pleaſing to Christ, was 10 uſe 14 44 « Lorm, | ut thea Tuch Offeuce mn 
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be manifeſted, and/appearto be conicientions, This eonfirms what 
L before ſnggeſted, I bat there ISA rivered Prejudice COpie Are Cn 
- eatedin againft ihis ProQice, that they Rart at itavathing in ic lelf 
finfa]l and icandaloes. $28 Lag 5” 27 

But to ſhow we are in Charity with the Author, "and all thuſe who 

emit the Lie of. this exceiicnt Form of Prayer, we ſhall clofe this 
Chapter in the wor ds of St. Paul, Rum: 14, 3. Ler #1 nam that eatcth 
decjpr;c him that catchy no ;, and bet wot nyew teet calcih nor, judge kim tied; 
earth. n: | - I Gte 
Qn..-17- Ay the Chnrches ander the Predbyterian and Congregad | 
tional Dilciplire maintain Communion with one ancther, notwihſt anang : 
their asfferent Scatiments, 45 Church Government ?' + : | 


"The Author anſwers, That they may and 0:g4r todo fo. And troly,” 
hid this Book centained only this one Queſtion and aniwer, it might 
' Have turned to more Edification than the whole. He teijs us, Thcre 
was greater - Differences than theſe in the ApoFolick Cuurcves. Ve 
thinks then-we of [iter Days may the better bear with one another, 
the «ffukons of the Spirit of Peace and Truth being fince much 
reſtrained. | 
-- The Reverend Author. obſerves fa: ther, Tar beth Perſwaſien: bave 
been Conjefſors and [cltow Suffercrs, and ue thinks tris ſhould cridcar toem, i | 
We thizk to too, but toour ſorrow, ſome of us have heard how jt 1 
hath becnin &-g/:»d, & now, alas ! we ſce it verified in our \uthor, 
that when'tacir own Per ſecntion ceaſes, they carry onthe Tragedy | 
on others.” We do not wonder at wha' the Author ſaith Mr. S-xcer- | 


— 


told him, Ther 3f 4# independants were like N, England Independants, 
be would ſoon be 2xe. For we can eafily gueſs what deceived tHat exe 
c<llent Perſon (whoſe Moderation (vited his Piety & Devotion) inte 
fo endezring 2n Expreſſion, He forin'd his Idea: of New-England 
_ Tmaleper.cdexcy by the Authors plaulibl: carriage when in Londen, which 
though for tar time might be very ſincere, yet either the difference 
of the Climate, or that his Dominion here is more rightful, quite 
aKers him. We are afſared, the Author is citeemed more a Preibye 
berien than a Cangreeational Man, by ſcores of hi> Friends in Lendes, 
He is lov'd ayd revercnced for a mederate Spirit, « peaceable Difſe 
2 


v 


.poſition, and a Temper fo widzly different frem his late Brothers in om 
 Lomaen: He was molt converian'ar the” Preſoytcrian Bord, and _ 
ofieneſt in their Pulpite, and profeiſed the gieacck Reverence for —- 
their Perſons. And no wonder Mr. 84xter ſhould be ſo-caamoured 
of ſuch /»&cpendents/ Did our Reverend Autiior appear the ſame 
here, we ſhould be his ele Proſelices £90..- But we are loath to ſay Ke 
how he forfeics that venerable Character, which might have conſe- +Y 
cratcd his Natne to Poftertty, more than hu Learriag, or other *Y 
Þonorary Titles can. To conkrmn what we have here ſaid,the Author 
deelarcs how Inftrumcural he was to promote the Union. betwixrt the 
United grethreh in {.ondon, We only with ke wonld be us Cordial 
aid a&tive to keep it, as he was £0 make it; or eife the World will 
think is Zeal ztor it was, becauſc-far cnougs frow home, where In» 
te: cit was not touched. a | | | 

As for the three Article: of Union, which the Author tranſcribes, 
we would endeavour to maintain them, and all the reſt. _ But there c 
are \.,me Caſes and Times, whcn Minifters of Some particular Opji- | 
nos will not bear tobe conſulted with. Or it there is a. neceſſity 
of di: bcying their Opiiions for once, it. is beſt not to couſult them, 
mee: ly -r@ do their Countels the” more Deſpight, We-think this 
 Modeit and ingenuons. - Nor can. it be reaſ»nably. ex5eftcd that a 
Congregational Claſſis -( if ſuch there be ) ſhould be conſu!ted in thoſe 
things which arc properly #reſbycerian, their Prejudice, in favogr of 
their own O;:1nions,. rendering. then unfit to advife with in that 
mater; aud the more ſettous the application to ſuch is, the more 
ſeverely would they think chemſclves Lantered. 


As ro his Query, Wvcther 1c embodying into 4 Chureh Rate be net 6 4 
. mighty chatter f We ..ult neevs profeſs, we want ſome better account 54 
what chat is,before we can to eſteem it. We read nothing; in Scripture TY, A 
of gukering a Church, or embodying it into a. Church ſtate,  unicls \J 


it refers toth: converting an 4 baptizing of, Mc arvcy, and then admi- 
niltring the Ordinances of the Goſpel in a ſtated, way to.competent 
Numbers, whole coxvenicnce will permit th:m to meet conſtantly at 
ove and the ſame place, of Worihip. All further /Solemnity in this 
matter is ex 4b«nds»11, aud therefore the matter ſeemy not {6 / very 


yweigaty. 04-45 46 3H4ine 
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V V/E now hombly take leave of the Author and his Book; 


wiſhing tiere had teen n0 Occayon for theie Keflections, 
and accounting it a ſufficient Apoiozy, that we have deen contending 
for what we apprehend tobe the Truihy and it became the more ne- 
ecflary © vindicare it, left it Hove ſuffer more by the Reverend 
Avnet? Name and Auihority, than by kr gi guments. So far 19 the 
Prefidency of the Colfedge from being @ Pro:cion, that it is the 
loudeſt argament in om: t&.:15 for 2 zualus Gonturation. 

Nor can the Reyercnd Author nach reſent this eur ſearch after 
Truth, it he icmembers the liberty that the hymbie and hoiy 44. 
Baxxicr once Pray d him ro take, in ©X41:401ng and refuting aBy Errors 
ke + (homld find in dis Buoks, or ſhowid the vthor grow angry, it 
would burcauſe us te {ui (what a bundanceof people have lorg 
obitinately believed) that tie contett for his part is more for Loruſhip 
and Dom1nwe than for ruth, 

** Tis poffidle ſome good people may blame us, for carrying on the 
Contcetion, whe: cin; 55 one iaith, ihongh there be but littie Truck 
gnain'd yet a gieat' deal of Charity my os bift. We hope the beſt, 
a5 to both theſe; but however it happens, we are wiliuig co.promiſe 
the Reader, thi ſcarce any thing fhall provoke us further to coricern 
o'r ſelve$in thetic diſputes * no, not ſo mach aste make any Return, 
fhould a Frouſind pretended Anſsers be publithed ; for we love not 
to >x contentions, bat —es the Reverend Author is went to ſay in 
lixc caſes ! i# /«ffices ther we have born our Teſtimony, P 

And bert'we mutt do juſtice alſo to thoſe who nave firſt openly af- 
ferred a'd practiſed thoſe Truths among us- I hey deſerve well of 
dhe Churches of Chriit, znd though at preſent decryed as Apoſtates 
and backiiiders, 'the generations to come will blck 'them. So a 
ſcore of years er-more paſt, the Enlargement of Baptiſm was cryed 
out upon, a5 & wofyl declenſion; but the preſent generation feels 
the happy effects ot 'ir, and Lifing up at the Reformers games, do call 
them bleiled. | 

I sconcluds #ll.it is the Anſwerers ſincere devire and deſign, if it be 
poſkble, and a+ far as in them i+, co live peaceably with al! men. *'1 is 
theit Prayer, that God would grant peaceand Iruth in our dayes, 


rebuks the evil Spirix of pride, uncharitableacis, conte::rion and 
£ contempe 


k 


| 


| - (37 } | 
contempt of others, and pour forik on- us af] his Spirit of Grace and 


A:d now the Gad of Peace, that breyght again frem the Dead 
our Loid Jeſus Chriſt, the great Shepherd of the Shce p, -through rhe 
Blood-of the everlaſting Covenant, make ns perfc& in every good 
Work todo his W iil, working in us thai which is well pleatiog in his 
fght, tarvugh Jelus Chizit, co wwom begloty torever; Lmen, 


—— 
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can bePii"c.d. Yetſoit kappens in alatc Pamjtikt, enutei.d, 
4 jojt Anſwer ts tie Dottrineo rnftuuted Churcies, Let them 
C11 it /oft who have lolt their feeling! For thi? tis confeticd there 
are no very hard Argu.nents, yet Jealouke, Cenſures, Contem pts. 
there are, which grite hard erough, _ | 
[n pag. 12. the Reverend Authors ſeem jealous of ſore [njuriews 
Treatment in this our Review; whereas their /ojr Treatiſe is injur. v9 
Not to us only, but to weole Syneds and Natyons of Prechyierians, | hey 
dare co ſay, that thr Co/pel Order, which -is here an{wered, 13 vie 
dicated tn every p03-t, from t. e Conceſſions of ge Ke, orming Presbyterians 
$cyo0rd Sea; and that ng! only from partis ilar Auer: of great fame 
among thew, bit Wile. Synods, Whole Nations of trem. O injury to 
Trutiand Modeity! Tel us (Ss) we hefrech you, what Synods, 
whit Nations of Pre:byrerians do oppoſe reading Geds Word in pubs 
lick Wor ihip, 'or the ofing th- Lords Pra er, that'ex: cient, pe! feth 
and moſt compreiieiuvre Fo:m? That limit the Rizhrt of chnjog a 
Miniſter to a particular C:.nw!ch Covenant? 1 hat ſay, the Eiſcrice of 
the Miniſterial Cait corfiſts not in the impolition of the hanus of the 
Pre<bytery, ar that the Brethren may lay on hands, or that tiere 
fhowd be no O: dination bur to a pa ticnlar Church, You reatonably 
add, Optimus Wie quit furre nous 11juries plarimas — , Though tlic veſt 
men in the worlo w'ii! hard» hear all this Conld one Authors pere 
inadc us £0 believe, this we would obcy h18, aid name out ieive-no 
moLe 


| T' is ſtrange that our Review ſhould be «f«ulted before if 
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more Presbyterians, We appeal (in our Authors-words, pag. 16.) 

7o all the Presbyterians in 6-e World, ſay, O ye Men of God, and of 

_ Order ! What Kegaration can our Author: make you ſor this Wrong, 1” 
making your Namie tie Venbrage of- theſe their Errors. .- | 

We are, moreover oblig*d to the Reverend Authors for their 

Civilities, pag; 7: ?/s 4 godding, unſiudyed, wnftable Generation, full  * 
of LEcvity, beating. and lowing Animals, Raw Touts, pag;ty, Phy 
Merit (fortoeth! ) this con:emot for calling themſelves Fregvyteroans,: 
bureren let the Calf be known by its bleatiiig, Too late thit Kvule” 
Came iO mind, pag: 50+ Being reviled, we bleſs, being de amed, - we” 
Lat cat. 

*In pag. 14+ the Authors complain, That we pay not due Deference 
to the Uiifiis of the Paſtors in the Vicinity, and yet they a{ſume-nor 
any Power of a Tlaſſis, any further than to forbid us ts be -Freoby- 
6114's, ' | * 

We highly approve of many particulars in pag. 17. That the Pros 
pom fer the Lords | able beex:mincd of his Baptiſmal Vow, big 
enſe of ſpiritual Wants;_Sinfulon-ſs and Wrercheaneſs, his Hope, 
Faith, Experiences, Reſolutions through the Grace of Gd But 
then come two wards, Covenant anc Brethren, in Capital Letters, as 
a Lyon Rampant, inſulting a couching Claſſi+, a bleeding Presbyrery, 
But if we look over the Anſwer t» the 14ſt Queition in {ne young Aﬀdans 
claim to tre Sacrament \(whereto theſ: wor ds in out Author do refer } 
we ſhall find, that che Pre,)onant p:oniles nothing more than to he 
ſu5j.-& te the ceniucres 2adminiftrced unto him by the Poſter of the Church 
and its Officers. $0, Sirs, the Brethren ate dropt, wittingly, no doubr, 
by the quick-ſighted Author. And 1:idced, for the Greth!icn'to be 
named in the Queſtion, -and neglete'! in the Anſwer, is a fai! Negas» 
five on them. Thc Proponant promites no ſubj.Ction to them, and 
the Reverend Authors ſagacity is wondertul in that Anſwer , for the 
Queſtion rakes tiie Congregational Bother, the Anſwer ſatisfies & 
Peesbyterian. 
It ſcems alſs that the Adverſerics of this G >f7 el Order multiply a 
pace; for in pig. 22. They are merly & few enil-men at Boſton and 
New-Tork, - But by that time you come t2 pag-130. our Biethren of 


ConneFicus excrrd 64 rue reff 0, New-Englaud #n procheiming their 
| ; | Tad:oties 


Jndifpofition to in. And by the foiowing Exclamation, ' ©: Tint! and 
Atauncr 5! it tex ms that Cicers my't be calied trim the Grave 10 in- 
yeigh againit theſe Raw Tots, thelt licentious Catalmes, * ; 
' Wecan't paſs over p:g- 61, without aRemark, The Apoſtary of 
our Toung Min ſay our Authars,) « grea' bejore the Loa: © The 
Apoltacy Git ſ:em.) reſpeas the Examination and "Qual:fications of 
Communic ants at the Lords Table, which i; fuggeſted to be #2 deorying 
the N ceffity of mens commg ts tur woly | able wuh Repemtance, Fait » and 
Love. Gd forbid we ihould fo accalc;er not vindicate our Brethren. 
This is to ailedg- a Crime anboricd by. the G-ncration atperied, — 
'Well, but they zeals ſly dijperfe nnneppy Panpilers. If the Dodtrine 
of laſtitared Clhurcacs Þ. referred t>, tnat is bit onez and what 
ethcr the Reverend Authors mean, we cannot gueſs; a"d that Tr: 2 
Tiſc in. molt parts is a Mine of Gold, and a rich Treafury of right 
Thovgbrs. -- | SY — 

The next Surmize is a meer Defamation, That Gouge, Roberes, 
Dol:ttles Bo-rks miſt be hifs'd back to Europe again. A pretty device 
to praiſe ine Gentlem?n beyond Sea, and at the (ſam : time condemy 
thoſe here that conform to their conitant Practice. : 

Had the Aiteltation in pag 63. beea only to recommend the fol. 
lowing Treatiſe of the exceiient Mr. Quick's to our peruſal aud 
Pr :Qice, no Miniſter in New England, that caiis himſcif a Frecbyrerton, 
but would chearfully ſabſcrive it ;- but we telieve few woutd confe- 

derare in irs Refletions on the Reverend Mr. S:a4dord, or favour that 

w ſe R:port, That under t1e Onvrage of tos N ame of Pregdyteria cs 

Some wouid bring in Innovations, ruinom to our Churcues, and contrary £3 

tne DoAIrine and Sprrit of Afr. Quick?s Book. « 
And t» add one Gueis h re, Its twenty to one if any.oneof the 

MH teſtators knew whit a /oft Ar/wer was to be prefix d to their Ate 

teftarion, For this would: not be the firſt time that men bave fub- 

ſcribed a Paper, which kad th:y k104n would hive »een placed to 

ſuch advantage, as ce the Ich diſcer ting &cad-r co ſeem an Arteit is 

tion to the whole Book, they would have refuſed cheir Names wi.h 

Indignation. 


What remains is to Recommend that Treatiſe, The Towng Man's 
flajm 10 the Sacremenr, to ths ierious and diligent peruiai of ou Youth. 


4 EN ( 49) | ; 
'& Performance, for its kind, very perfe&t, and highly profitable] 
'Bucthe Reverend Author ard his 1 reatiſe are both abuſed in this 1m 
preſſion... Mr. 2k is here betrayed iv a ſpecious how of Reverence 
and Friendſhip z while his Name is uſed to Combate thele very men 
and their Frinciples, which he moſt values and honuurs. And wer 
Ar. Wa5ck here among us, and: ſhould conunue. what. is his fate 
Pradticc in ibie Wor ſhip of God, he would be .decrye& among the 
Preibyterian Formaliits, in' pag g. av Much as be is-now-magrihed 
for a xcto) mer, For our parts, we,do lncerely; believe him co be 
eur E x:mpiery Reformer, and wiſh vur Re vet end Authors would crediy 
hci: Gharadter- of him, and follow $45 Example; for he is conſci- 


entiqus to havethe bciipiures) reed very $2dvark- in the. pvlick 
Workzip of God, together with swe Tex Co. mandments, aid he as 
often uies the Lords Prayer. Nays'& few. yeais ſince this Reverend 
and holy'Pcrſon took learc of « reverend Mililter, returning to'us, in 
words to this effc&t, Sr, 1c4 our Reverend Breearen 1» New-Engiand 
that they wt come over to the Preaby tering © EVernment,” 5{ tacy would 
perſerve their Chiercnes, ens Po IT GRO a5 
And would it. not now -provoke 2 juſt Indignation ta ſee People {6 
deluted,. and a Genrlemans Name: (ſodear and venerable as it 15 with 
BS) advanced againft his own Principles? .” And will 1t-0ot. turg unto; 
us for a Teſtimony - (to ufe the Aathors words, pag $2), not only: 

. "That we have <ndeayoured to vinvicate. the Truth, but allo ro do Mr, 
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